
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 117th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S2525 

Vol. 168 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2022 No. 84 

Senate 
The Senate met at 2:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You are our shelter 

from the storm. Lord, thank You that 
though wrong seems so strong, You 
continue to rule. 

Lord, we pray for grieving families 
who have become the collateral dam-
age of domestic terrorism. We pray for 
sons and daughters, for fathers and 
mothers, for sisters and brothers who 
have had their lives maimed by the in-
comprehensible. 

Lord, use our lawmakers as sowers of 
reconciliation. Where there is hatred, 
may they sow seeds of love. Where 
there is despair, may they sow seeds of 
hope. Where there is falsehood, may 
they sow seeds of truth. Lord, permit 
this planting to produce the harvest of 
a more perfect Union for this land we 
love. 

God bless America. 
We pray in Your merciful Name. 

Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
SINEMA). The Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

f 

UKRAINE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
yesterday, in a bipartisan landslide, 
the Senate advanced legislation to get 
more arms and assistance to the inno-
cent people of Ukraine. 

Senators COLLINS, CORNYN, BAR-
RASSO, and I just returned last night 
from Europe. Our first stop was Kyiv. 
It was moving to feel some of the im-
pacts of Putin’s aggression, to see a 
free and independent nation made to 
literally fight for its life. But it was 
also inspiring to witness the bravery 
and the determination that have 
united Ukrainians in the face of this 
onslaught. 

Ukraine has had more than its share 
of domestic political differences in re-
cent years. Putin must have thought 
some Ukrainians would welcome— 
would actually welcome—invading 
Russian forces. Instead, both Ukrain-
ian-speaking and Russian-speaking 
Ukrainians have united in defense of 
their sovereign nation. Some predicted 
Ukraine would fold in a few days and 
Russia would stroll right to Kyiv. That 
was wrong too. Ukraine is tough, and 
Kyiv remains in Ukrainian hands, with 
life moving back toward normalcy de-
spite the continued threat. 

Our delegation was honored to meet 
with President Zelenskyy. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to the United 
States for our leadership and support 
on a bipartisan basis, as well as for 

other countries that have stood by his 
people in their time of need. America is 
not the only free country that has 
Ukraine’s back. President Zelenskyy 
was moved by certain European coun-
tries who have given Ukraine, in his 
words, literally ‘‘everything they had.’’ 
Of course, other European countries 
can and should do more to help 
Ukraine. And the administration 
should lead an effort to ensure broad, 
sustained international support for 
Ukraine. 

America’s support for Ukraine has 
highlighted the limits to our stockpiles 
of certain munitions and shortcomings 
in our own defense production capac-
ity. A number of European countries 
have dipped even deeper into their 
weapons inventories. They will need a 
refill as well. 

As our European friends wake up 
from their ‘‘holiday from history’’ and 
increase defense spending, I hope the 
United States will be a reliable sup-
plier of advanced weaponry to our 
NATO allies, a textbook win-win. 

Our delegation reiterated to Presi-
dent Zelenskyy the bipartisan con-
sensus which the Senate demonstrated 
with last night’s vote. The United 
States of America has Ukraine’s back 
and will stand with our friends until 
they win. 

Ukraine is not asking anybody to 
fight their fight for them. They are 
only asking for help in getting the re-
sources and tools they need to defend 
themselves. And we and our friends and 
partners across the free world will 
stand behind Ukraine until they 
achieve victory as they define it. The 
outcome of this fight has major rami-
fications for the West, and the Ukrain-
ians should not be left to stand all 
alone. 

As an overwhelming bipartisan ma-
jority of the Senate reaffirmed yester-
day, America’s decision to support 
Ukraine is not some frivolous act of 
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charity. It serves our own national se-
curity and strategic interests for inter-
national borders to continue to actu-
ally mean something. It serves our own 
security and interest to impose mas-
sive costs on Putin’s long-running cam-
paign of violent imperialism. And it di-
rectly and powerfully serves our na-
tional interest to deter potential fu-
ture wars of aggression before they 
start. 

So, Madam President, I assure you 
that President Xi and the CCP are 
watching Ukraine carefully. There is a 
concrete reason why democratic Asian 
countries like Japan and Taiwan are 
rooting hard for Ukraine to prevail. 
Moreover, if we are stuck in a long- 
term strategic competition with China, 
we will want a stable, secure, and 
strong Europe on our side. 

Speaking of America’s national in-
terest, our delegation also visited what 
we hope and expect will soon be the 
two newest members of the NATO alli-
ance. We arrived in Stockholm and 
Helsinki just as the leaders of Sweden 
and Finland announced their nations 
will seek to join the alliance that has 
secured peace in Europe for more than 
73 years. 

It was an honor to have robust dis-
cussions with Prime Minister 
Andersson, Defense Minister Hultqvist, 
and key parliamentary leaders in 
Stockholm; and President Niinisto, 
Prime Minister Marin, Defense Min-
ister Kaikkonen, and parliamentary 
leaders in Helsinki. I gave them my as-
surance as Senate Republican leader 
that I fully support both Finland’s and 
Sweden’s accession. I will do all I can 
to speed treaty ratification through 
the Senate. 

Finland and Sweden are impressive 
and capable countries, with military 
capabilities that surpass many of our 
existing NATO allies. As new members, 
they would more than pull their 
weight. 

These two nations’ geographic loca-
tions are strategic. They have well- 
equipped and professional armed 
forces. Their military and high-tech in-
dustrial bases are robust. There is al-
ready significant interoperability that 
connects their defenses and NATO’s. I 
will have more to say on this subject in 
the days and weeks ahead. Finland and 
Sweden would make NATO even 
stronger than it stands today. 

Finally, it must be noted that our 
delegation was not the most important 
group of Americans shipping out to 
stand with our friends in Europe—not 
by a longshot. There are 100,000 Amer-
ican soldiers currently stationed in Eu-
rope to bolster the peace and shore up 
NATO. This includes the Kentucky- 
based V Corps. 

And we received word just last week 
that 4,700 members of the 101st Air-
borne from Kentucky’s Fort Campbell 
will also travel to Europe in the com-
ing months. The Screaming Eagles 
have a long history of defending Amer-
ica’s national security interests in Eu-
rope. I am proud of these brave men 

and women for being ready to deploy at 
a moment’s notice. I am proud America 
can make this peaceful contribution to 
our allies’ sovereignty and strength in 
Europe, and I am proud of the entire 
Fort Campbell community for keeping 
these men and women well-prepared for 
this mission. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now on another matter, by early 2020, 
before the pandemic, Republican poli-
cies had helped create one of the best 
economic moments for working Ameri-
cans literally in our lifetimes. Unem-
ployment was low, inflation was low, 
and real take-home pay was rising 
steadily. In fact, we had wages rising 
faster for the bottom 25 percent of the 
wage scale than for the top 25 percent. 

The incoming all-Democratic govern-
ment was handed a reopening economy 
and a million vaccines going into arms 
per day. The country was packed with 
optimism and primed for a comeback. 
But through their far-left policy 
choices, Washington Democrats have 
driven our economy right into the 
ground. Inflation is setting 40-year 
records in consecutive months; gas and 
diesel prices have set new all-time 
highs on consecutive days; and sticker 
shock continues to cause headaches for 
Americans buying household essen-
tials. 

One college student in California said 
that buying groceries has him ‘‘taking 
extra loans to pay for my expenses. I’m 
maxing out my credit cards.’’ A woman 
in Virginia reports she has taken to 
visiting three different food stores in 
one trip to make sure she is getting the 
best prices on everything she needs. A 
warehouse worker in New Jersey says 
she and her husband are spending more 
time hunting for coupons. 

It’s not a lot, but I’m trying to buy 
healthy things that also fill us up. 

Overall grocery prices have jumped 10 
percent in the past year, just one part 
of why many Americans say the Biden 
economy is not working for them. 
Fewer than one in four American con-
sumers say the current economic con-
ditions are even somewhat good, and 
fewer than one in five say the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies have done any-
thing to help. 

Democrats made runaway reckless 
spending their new normal here in 
Washington. So historic, painful infla-
tion has become the new normal for 
working families everywhere else. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ADDITIONAL UKRAINE SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2022—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of a motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 7691, which the clerk will 
report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 368, H.R. 
7691, a bill making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for assistance for the situa-
tion in Ukraine for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2022, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 

H.R. 7691 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, today 

the Senate is considering a bill to give 
$40 billion to Ukraine. This bill brings 
up the questions of both constitu-
tionality and also affordability. 

There was an essay written in 1867 
that was published in Harper’s Maga-
zine. It was called ‘‘Not Yours To 
Give.’’ It is the story of Davy Crockett 
as a Congressman in the late 1820s. 
Like most stories of that vintage, some 
will argue that the story is an accurate 
rendition while others may say it is 
apocryphal. The moral of the story, 
however, is incontestable. 

Davy Crockett only served two terms 
in Congress, but on one day in Congress 
he was confronted with a bill to give 
money to the widow of a military offi-
cer. Davy Crockett arose and gave this 
speech. 

Mr. Speaker—I have as much respect for 
the memory of the deceased, and as much 
sympathy for the sufferings of the living, if 
suffering there be, as any man in this House, 
but we must not permit our respect for the 
dead or our sympathy for a part of the living 
to lead us into an act of injustice to the bal-
ance of the living. 

We have the right, as individuals, to give 
away as much of our own money as we please 
in charity; but as members of Congress we 
have no right so to appropriate a dollar of 
the public money. 

Davy Crockett continued: 
I am the poorest man on this floor. I can-

not vote for this bill, but I will give one 
week’s pay— 

I will give my check for 1 week, and if 
every member of Congress were to do this, it 
will amount to more than this bill asks for. 

When Crockett finished, there was si-
lence, and, remarkably, the bill failed. 
When later asked for an explanation, 
Davy Crockett explained. 

He said: 
Several years ago I was one evening stand-

ing on the steps of the Capitol with some 
other members of Congress, when [we saw] a 
great light over in Georgetown. It was evi-
dently a large fire. We jumped into a hack 
and drove over as fast as we could. In spite 
of all that could be done, many houses were 
burned and many families made homeless, 
and, besides, some of them had lost all but 
the clothes they had on. The weather was 
very cold, and when I saw so many women 
and children suffering, I felt that something 
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ought to be done for them. The next morning 
a bill was introduced appropriating $20,000 
for their relief. We put aside all other busi-
ness and rushed it through as soon as it 
could be done. 

Later in the year, when Davy Crock-
ett was back in Tennessee, he ran into 
a constituent by the name of Horacio 
Bunce. Crockett asked him for his 
vote, and Horacio Bunce responded 
thusly. He said: 

You had better not waste your time or 
mine. I shall not vote for you again. 

Your vote last winter shows that either 
you have not the capacity to understand the 
Constitution or that you are wanting in the 
honesty and firmness to be guided by it be-
cause the Constitution, to be worth any-
thing, must be held sacred and rigidly ob-
served in all its provisions. The man who 
wields power and misinterprets the Constitu-
tion is more dangerous the more honest he 
is. 

Horacio Bunce continued. He said: 
No, Colonel, there’s no mistake. 
The newspapers say that last winter you 

voted for this bill to give $20,000 to some who 
suffered from a fire in Georgetown. Is that 
true? 

Congressman Crockett answered him: 
Well, my friend; I may as well own up. You 

have got me there. But certainly nobody will 
complain that a great and rich country like 
ours should give the insignificant sum of 
$20,000 to relieve its suffering women and 
children. 

Horacio Bunce replied to Congress-
man Crockett. He said: 

The power of collecting and disbursing 
money at pleasure is the most dangerous 
power that can be intrusted to man. . . . 
[W]hile you are contributing to relieve one, 
you are drawing it from thousands who are 
even worse off than he. If you had the right 
to give anything, the amount was simply a 
matter of discretion with you, and you had 
as much right to give $20,000,000 as $20,000. If 
you have the right to give to one, you have 
the right to give to all; and, as the Constitu-
tion neither defines charity nor stipulates 
the amount, you are at liberty to give to any 
and everything which you may believe, or 
profess to believe, is a charity, and to any 
amount you may think proper. 

No, Colonel [Crockett], Congress has no 
right to give charity. Individual members 
may give as much of their own money as 
they please, but they have no right to touch 
a dollar of the public money for that pur-
pose. If twice as many houses had been 
burned in this county [in Tennessee] as in 
Georgetown, neither you nor any other mem-
ber of Congress would have thought of appro-
priating a dollar for our relief. 

Bunce informed Crockett that if each 
Congressman had shown their sym-
pathy for the fire victims by giving 1 
week’s pay, it would have nearly cov-
ered the cost, but it was easier simply 
to give other people’s money. 

Bunce continued: 
The people about Washington, no doubt, 

applauded you for relieving them from the 
necessity of giving by giving what was not 
yours to give. The people have delegated to 
Congress, by the Constitution, the power to 
do certain things. To do these, it is author-
ized to collect and pay moneys, and for noth-
ing else. Everything beyond this is usurpa-
tion, and a violation of the Constitution. 

‘‘So you see, Colonel, you have violated the 
Constitution in what I consider a vital point. 
It is a precedent fraught with danger to the 

country, for when Congress once begins to 
stretch its power beyond the limits of the 
Constitution, there is no limit to it, and no 
security for the people.’’ 

Today, we are faced with a vastly 
greater sum of money than $20,000. We 
are faced with $40 billion to be gifted to 
Ukraine—a noble cause, no doubt; a 
cause for which I have great sympathy 
and support but a cause for which the 
Constitution does not sanction or ap-
prove of. 

Now, we could ask, as Davy Crockett 
did, if each Member of the Senate 
would like to contribute individually 
to Ukraine, but, of course, that would 
simply serve to demonstrate the enor-
mity of the gift. To come up with $40 
billion, each Senator would need to 
give $400 million—not a likely sce-
nario. It is much easier to spend such 
exorbitant amounts if you are spending 
someone else’s money. 

But even if the Senators won’t agree 
to contribute their own money, surely 
we are a rich country and can afford it. 
Well, not exactly. The U.S. debt now 
approaches $30 trillion. In the past 2 
years alone, we have added nearly $6 
trillion in new debt. Inflation roars 
throughout the land. Grocery bills are 
punishing the working class and poor, 
and gas prices exceed $5. Even before 
the pandemic bailouts, our country was 
running a trillion-dollar annual deficit 
just to pay for its routine commit-
ments. 

Putting aside the constitutionality 
of the $40 billion to Ukraine, isn’t there 
a more fiscally responsible way this 
could be done? What about taking the 
$40 billion from elsewhere in the budg-
et? 

The United States spends more on 
our military than the next eight coun-
tries combined. Couldn’t Congress sim-
ply shift over the $40 billion and not 
add to the debt? If the defense of 
Ukraine is really in our national secu-
rity interests, shouldn’t the gift come 
from our military budget? 

What about cutting wasteful spend-
ing? My office catalogued over $50 bil-
lion in waste. I don’t know about you, 
but couldn’t we cut programs like the 
million-dollar study to see if taking 
selfies of yourself while smiling and 
then looking at these selfies later on— 
if that makes you feel good? Couldn’t 
we cut the budget of the National 
Science Foundation that spends bil-
lions of dollars studying such burning 
questions as ‘‘Do Panamanian city 
frogs have a different mating call than 
country frogs?’’ Couldn’t we maybe cut 
the $2 million the NIH spent studying 
cafeterias to see, if someone in front of 
you sneezes on the food, whether you 
are more or less likely to eat that 
food? Couldn’t we maybe cut the 
money spent on Japanese quail, study-
ing whether or not they are more sexu-
ally promiscuous or not when you give 
them cocaine? 

If we are not willing to cut the budg-
et at all, couldn’t we ask the American 
people to step up and pay a war tax? If 
this is really for our national security, 

it should be very popular with the peo-
ple. Why don’t we offer to tax them in 
exchange for this? 

Guess what. The American people 
don’t want to cut spending anywhere in 
the budget—at least their representa-
tives don’t. They don’t want to pay any 
taxes for this. They just say ‘‘Put it on 
my tab.’’ But we have been doing that 
for decades, and that is why we have a 
$30 trillion debt, and that is why we 
have roaring inflation. 

If you want to pay for this with a 
tax, you could triple the gas tax. I am 
guessing that is going to be really pop-
ular and people really want to send 
this money so badly that they would be 
willing to triple the gas tax. If we were 
honest, that is what the people who are 
for this would propose. That would 
guarantee $5 gas for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

Alternatively, Congress could raise 
the income tax about $500 for every 
American taxpayer. I am sure that 
would be popular. And for the people 
who think it is a great idea to send $40 
billion overseas, why don’t they just be 
honest with people and tax them? Here 
is your bill, Mr. and Mrs. America, $500 
a taxpayer. Then it would be paid for. 
No, it is like everything else: Put it on 
our tab. Well, Uncle Sam’s tab is full. 
It is complete. 

To be clear, I am not for raising 
taxes to finance Ukraine’s defense, but 
it is irresponsible to simply borrow 
more money. To borrow the money 
from China simply to send it to 
Ukraine makes no sense and makes us 
weaker, not stronger. 

But let’s be honest—most of Congress 
doesn’t seem to care about the debt, 
doesn’t seem to care how much money 
we shovel out the door and out of the 
country. Why? Because it is not their 
money. Every day, Milton Friedman’s 
statement has proven correct—that no-
body spends somebody else’s money as 
wisely as their own. 

I doubt the big spenders in Congress 
will ever consider spending any of their 
own money. But Americans across the 
land should sit up and notice and at-
tach blame to these profligate spend-
ers. 

In the past 3 months, bipartisan ma-
jorities, Republicans and Democrats, 
have added over $100 billion to the 
debt. Now these same big spenders are 
proposing another $50 billion next week 
to bail out restaurants—restaurants 
that have been primarily injured by 
overzealous Democratic Governors and 
their edicts. 

There are ramifications to this 
mountain of debt. Make no mistake, 
inflation is here, and it is rip-roaring 
and on the rise. Just as aiding the vic-
tims of fire in Georgetown during the 
days of Davy Crockett ignored the mis-
fortune of the suffering people in lands 
too distant from Washington to be no-
ticed, so, too, does today’s deficit 
spending to be sent overseas ignore the 
pain and suffering and the inflation 
that is caused by that debt on everyday 
American families. 
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Inflation is simply an increase in the 

money supply. It comes from the Fed-
eral Reserve buying U.S. debt. M2 is a 
measure of the money supply. For the 
last 3 years, it has been going up at 
about a 15-percent rate. So we 
shouldn’t really be surprised that there 
is inflation because inflation is an in-
crease in the money supply. In January 
of last year, the annualized rate of the 
M2 expansion, the monetary expansion, 
was 27 percent. 

No one should be shocked we have in-
flation. We have rising prices in the 
grocery store. We have rising prices at 
the pump because we borrowed too 
much money. We went heavily in debt, 
and the Federal Reserve is buying the 
debt. All this so-called free money 
floods the market and chases prices 
higher. Adding to our debt will only 
make the problem worse. 

Yes, our national security is threat-
ened—not by Russia’s war on Ukraine 
but by Congress’s war on the American 
taxpayer. The vast majority of Ameri-
cans sympathize with Ukraine and 
want them to repel the Russian invad-
ers. But if Congress were honest, they 
would take the money from elsewhere 
in the budget or ask Americans to pay 
higher taxes or, Heaven forbid, loan the 
money to Ukraine instead of giving it 
to Ukraine. But Congress will do what 
Congress does best: spend other peo-
ple’s money. I, for one, will not. I will 
vote no. Somehow, somewhere, a voice 
of fiscal sanity must remain vigilant, 
must remain stalwart and steady in a 
sea of fiscal madness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

INFLATION 
Mr. REED. Madam President, soaring 

fuel prices are impacting every corner 
of the globe and hitting the pocket-
books of American families and busi-
nesses. Today, a gallon of gas costs 
$4.52—nearly $1.50 more than a year 
ago. From food to clothing to rent, 
growing transportation expenses are 
pushing already rising prices even 
higher. 

Yet, while the American people are 
taking a hit, while the local mom-and- 
pop stores pay more for energy and 
goods, big oil companies are announc-
ing giant profits. They have hit the 
jackpot. 

Over the first 3 months of the year, 
ExxonMobil reported $5.5 billion in 
profits, Chevron recorded $6.3 billion, 
and Shell raked in $9.1 billion—its larg-
est quarterly profit ever. In just 3 
months, these three companies made 
nearly $21 billion in profits. 

Now, robust profits are usually a sig-
nal for companies to invest in capital 
and labor and build the foundation for 
future growth, but Big Oil has different 
priorities. Rather than increasing busi-
ness investment or production, these 
companies have almost uniformly 
pumped profits directly to their execu-
tives and wealthy shareholders. 

In February, even before the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine sent gas prices 
skyrocketing, the Financial Times re-

ported that seven of the largest oil 
companies—including Exxon, Chevron, 
BP, and Shell—were expected to return 
$38 billion to shareholders through 
buybacks this year, plus another $50 
billion in dividends. Big Oil hasn’t hid-
den its strategy: Hold back production, 
and rake in the profits. 

In a March 2022 survey, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas asked oil ex-
ecutives for the primary reason that 
publicly traded oil companies were re-
straining production despite high oil 
prices. The No. 1 answer they gave, re-
flecting the view of nearly 60 percent of 
those surveyed, was that it was ‘‘inves-
tor pressure to maintain capital dis-
cipline.’’ To put it another way, they 
were saying that they don’t want to 
produce more oil because more produc-
tion will hasten the end of high oil 
prices and exorbitant investor profits. 

Some oil company executives have 
been even clearer. Just last month, 
Chevron’s chief financial officer con-
firmed that the company’s top priority 
is its dividends, not investing in its 
business, and BP’s CFO made similar 
comments during his company’s first 
quarter earnings call—so much for 
BP’s advertising campaign that it is in-
vesting in green energy. 

Instead of resuming the production 
they cut in 2020, oil companies have 
kept output constrained, turning a 50- 
percent increase in prices at the pump 
over the past year into record-setting 
profits. 

Make no mistake, our domestic pro-
ducers have the capacity to produce 
more. Indeed, domestic crude oil out-
put is below 2019 levels—that is right, 
domestic crude oil output is below 2019 
levels—and over 12 million acres of 
leased Federal lands remain untapped. 

My Republican colleagues are quick 
to try to weakly blame President Biden 
and ‘‘regulation’’ for lagging produc-
tion, but that is not what the oil ex-
ecutives say. Look back at that Dallas 
Fed survey I mentioned earlier. Only 6 
percent of the oil executives surveyed 
said that ‘‘government regulation’’ was 
the reason they weren’t producing 
more. Sixty percent said it was higher 
profits. Six percent said it was regula-
tion. 

Now, I understand private companies 
are going to pursue high profits. That 
is business, that is free enterprise, and 
that is a competitive market. But 
when Putin and OPEC have outsized in-
fluence on the market, can we really 
call it a competitive market? 

Look, the major oil companies can’t 
control what Putin or OPEC does, but 
there is no doubt that Putin’s war is 
taking their profits into the strato-
sphere. 

And oil companies clearly think this 
is a great time for more dividends and 
more buybacks, not more production, 
lower prices, and giving the American 
people a break. In fact, just last 
month, Exxon announced it would tri-
ple its stock buybacks this year and 
next to $30 billion. Thirty billion dol-
lars is an astonishing number. 

One of the things about buybacks is 
that they essentially raise the price of 
the company’s stock. If you are an ex-
ecutive whose major compensation is 
stock options, you are giving yourself a 
huge raise, and that is part of this too. 
It is self-aggrandizement. It is some-
thing that does not square, I think, 
with the feelings of the American peo-
ple and also the needs of the American 
people. 

It is clear that the oil companies are 
not interested in helping Americans on 
their own, so the Federal Government 
needs to step in. We need responsible 
solutions that bring down prices and 
help families pay for the basics. 

We must use every tool at our dis-
posal. I fully support the President’s 
pledge to release a million barrels of 
oil per day from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve to help stabilize volatile 
prices. One can imagine the price at 
the pump if the President was not 
doing this. It would be even further in 
excess of what is, I think, appropriate. 

I have introduced the Food and Fuel 
Family Savings Act, which would pro-
vide most households with $600 per per-
son, specifically to cover higher gas 
and grocery costs this year. My bill 
would be fully paid for, targeted to 
those families making under $80,000, 
and would also ease medium- and long- 
term inflation by crafting a fairer tax 
code. Instead of waiting for inflation to 
disappear, it would provide immediate 
and real help to Americans. 

I have also joined my colleague Sen-
ator WHITEHOUSE in introducing legis-
lation to return some of those windfall 
profits that oil companies are handing 
out as dividends and buybacks back to 
consumers. 

These are important short-term ef-
forts that will help Americans strug-
gling with higher costs. But to truly 
lower costs in the long term, we must 
make the transition to clean energy 
and break our reliance on Big Oil and 
hostile foreign actors. I am proud that 
in Rhode Island, we are leading the 
way on offshore wind, a good renewable 
resource that when deployed will lower 
costs for consumers. 

The bipartisan infrastructure law is 
also making key investments to ad-
vance this transition, including over 
$60 billion primarily for new major 
clean energy demonstration and de-
ployment programs. 

The President has been calling for 
additional funding to enable this clean 
energy future. We need a package that 
includes tax credits and grants that 
would make clean energy, clean vehi-
cles, and other clean technologies more 
affordable and competitive. 

If we do these things, we will make 
ourselves less vulnerable to the whims 
of oil companies and cartels that de-
pend on Americans paying more than 
they should. We will make our world 
cleaner, lower costs, and finally 
achieve the energy independence that 
we have wanted all along. 

One of the many lessons of the past 2 
years is that we cannot rely on oil for 
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plentiful, affordable energy. It is clear 
that allowing our energy needs to be 
held hostage by leaders like Vladimir 
Putin and organizations like OPEC is 
dangerous, but placing our faith in Big 
Oil is equally foolhardy given their 
preoccupation with profits over people. 

As we battle inflation, it is the 
American people, not executives and 
wealthy shareholders, who should be 
the focal point of our energy and eco-
nomic policy. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
in supporting policies that will help 
families now and in the future. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK, SHOOTING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it 

has been a sorrowful, painful few days 
for the people of Buffalo, NY. Earlier 
today, I joined with President Biden, 
the First Lady, Governor Hochul, Sen-
ator GILLIBRAND, Buffalo’s Mayor 
Brown, Attorney General Tish James, 
and other local officials to meet with 
families of those killed on Saturday, to 
visit the Tops supermarket where the 
shooting happened and to grieve with 
the community that has been ripped 
apart by unspeakable violence. 

There is no single word to encap-
sulate what it was like to visit the 
Tops supermarket, to lay down flowers 
in honor of the dead, and to meet the 
families whose lives have been for-
ever—forever—torn apart. 

It was equal parts sorrow for the in-
nocent victims we have lost. It was 
grief for the families who must carry 
on. Today, I met a young boy, only 3 
years old, who lost his dad on Saturday 
because his dad was at the store buying 
his kid a birthday cake, just heart-
breaking. 

It was also with anger that somebody 
could act with such horrible evil. And 
yet, despite all that, it was hope. Hope 
that somehow, some way, this beloved 
community will find the will and the 
grace and the courage to cohere. I 
know, I know in my heart of hearts, 
that they will. 

To the people in Buffalo I met today, 
I say this: All of New York and all of 
America stands with you in this hour 
of deep darkness. We love you; we hold 
you in our hearts; and we pray for each 
and every one of you. We will be with 
you in spirit at every prayer service 
and every march and in every moment 
of silence. 

Today, we are all Buffalonians. I just 
don’t know what could possess some-
one to bring violence to a place like 
the East Side. I just don’t. But what we 
do know is that in each passing day, 

new and frightening details emerge 
about the lengths to which the shooter 
planned his attack. We know that the 
shooter chose Tops supermarket in 
order to target as many Black Ameri-
cans as possible. 

It is a supermarket I know well. I 
helped bring it to the East Side decades 
ago because they were a food desert 
and needed a supermarket, and I per-
suaded the owners of Tops to open one. 
And as the years grew, that super-
market became not just a supermarket 
but a community convening place. And 
when this awful man went to Tops to 
do his terrible shooting, it was like 
putting a dagger in the heart of the 
community because the supermarket 
had really been much more than a su-
permarket. 

And we know through online posts 
that the terrorist—that is what he 
could be called—likely visited the Tops 
market months ago in a reconnais-
sance mission to map out the store, to 
observe the security guards, and even 
to find a parking spot. We know all 
that. 

We know that had he gotten away, he 
intended to carry out more shootings 
at another store. 

And one other thing we know, we 
know that his reprehensible views—his 
racist, White supremacist views—be-
long to an extreme ideology of hate 
that is increasingly finding home in 
the American mainstream. 

In Buffalo, the President was right to 
strongly condemn these views with the 
whole Nation watching. All elected of-
ficials—all elected officials—should do 
the same. 

The ‘‘great replacement’’ or ‘‘replace-
ment theory’’ used to be something 
that was found only in the darkest cor-
ners of deranged minds and in the deep-
est trenches of the internet. But today, 
sadly, indisputably, you don’t need to 
go online anymore to find White ‘‘re-
placement theory’’ rhetoric. You can 
find it on cable TV from the comfort of 
your own couch. 

And perhaps no network has had 
more impact in propagating and nor-
malizing the rhetoric of ‘‘replacement 
theory’’ than FOX News. 

To follow up from my remarks yes-
terday, this morning I sent a letter to 
Rupert Murdoch, to FOX News execu-
tives, and to Tucker Carlson, imploring 
the network and Mr. Carlson to cease 
their amplification of ‘‘replacement 
theory’’ on their network. 

According to one study, Mr. Carlson 
has used rhetoric echoing ‘‘replace-
ment theory’’ on at least 400 episodes 
of his show—400 episodes—which has an 
average nightly audience of 3 million 
people. 

It is dangerous and un-American for 
one of the biggest news networks in the 
world to amplify conspiracy theories 
that are eerily similar to those cited 
by the Buffalo shooter. 

And to those who think this is an ex-
aggeration, to those who refuse to ac-
knowledge that fringe White suprema-
cist views are now increasingly out in 

the open, I would simply ask them: 
Where were you on the night that thou-
sands of White supremacists marched 
openly on the streets of Charlottes-
ville, bearing torches and chanting, 
‘‘You will not replace us’’? That is 
what they said, ‘‘You will not replace 
us.’’ 

Where were you when thousands of 
insurrectionists stormed into the Halls 
of this Capitol, waving Confederate 
flags and donning sweatshirts about 
the Holocaust? 

Where have you been during any 
Trump rally, where the Republican 
standard-bearer goes on and on about 
undocumented immigrants stealing the 
2020 election—a message parroted by 
countless MAGA Republican can-
didates across the country. 

And where were you when White su-
premacists shot up a Walmart in El 
Paso, a synagogue in Pittsburgh, spas 
in Atlanta and a Black church in 
Charleston—or at a grocery store in 
Buffalo, NY? 

It would be the easiest thing in the 
world to denounce something as evil 
and vile and un-American as ‘‘replace-
ment theory.’’ 

To its credit, this week, the Wall 
Street Journal editorial board ac-
knowledged that ‘‘politicians and 
media figures have an obligation to 
condemn . . . such conspiratorial no-
tions as ‘white replacement theory.’ ’’ 

But while that is necessary, it is 
hardly sufficient, and too many MAGA 
Republicans refuse to do even just 
that. 

And last night, Tucker Carlson did 
not do that either. He deflected and re-
fused to acknowledge that a clear con-
nection exists between the messages on 
his shows and some of the views cham-
pioned by these mass shooters. 

He dismissed the shooter’s 180-page 
rant as the product of a ‘‘diseased and 
disorganized mind,’’ while omitting 
that the shooter’s mind was diseased 
and warped precisely—precisely—by 
online conspiracy theories that are 
echoed regularly on his show. 

The plain fact is that the shooter re-
sponsible for the violent murder of 10 
innocent lives espoused the same false 
and racist conspiracy theories that 
Tucker Carlson has pushed to his audi-
ence 400 times and which far too many 
MAGA Republicans, including former 
President Trump, are happy to am-
plify. 

Tucker Carlson and, indeed, all 
voices of influence in this country 
should come out and not just condemn 
racial violence, not just condemn ra-
cial theory but refuse to give these 
false and racist conspiracy theories a 
platform. 

Let me say it again: Anchors like 
Tucker Carlson, and, in fact, all MAGA 
Republicans and all voices of influence 
across the political spectrum, should 
not just condemn racial violence, not 
just denounce White supremacist views 
like ‘‘replacement theory’’ but further 
refuse to give these false and racist 
conspiracy theories a platform whatso-
ever. 
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It is horrific to see that most on the 

hard right haven’t done that to date. 
Until we unite to stomp views like 

‘‘replacement theory’’ out of existence, 
until we band together to call these 
vile conspiracy theories for what they 
are—White supremacist propaganda— 
we cannot find closure to the attacks 
like the one we saw this weekend in 
Buffalo, NY. 

And communities across the country, 
especially communities of color, will 
continue to live in fear that at any mo-
ment they may be targeted by violence 
just because of who they are. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SOUTH DAKOTA STORMS 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, be-

fore I begin, I want to mention the se-
vere storms that hit eastern South Da-
kota last Thursday. 

I visited Castlewood on Saturday, 
which is among the communities that 
was hardest hit, to get a look at the 
damage, and it is extensive. Homes and 
a school have been damaged, destroyed. 
Many of our farmers were hit hard and 
lost critical equipment and buildings. 

I just want our thoughts and prayers 
to go out to those South Dakotans who 
were affected and, in particular, the 
family and friends of the two women 
who were killed in the storm. 

My office will be doing everything 
possible to help those affected get the 
assistance that they need to recover. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Madam President, this week is Na-

tional Police Week—a time set aside to 
honor the service of our Nation’s law 
enforcement officers and pay tribute to 
those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty. 

While there are a number of tough 
jobs out there, being a law enforcement 
officer is in a different league. I can 
think of only one other career path 
where willingness to lay down your life 
for your fellow citizens is part of the 
job description. 

Law enforcement officers don’t know 
what they will face when they get up 
every day. They don’t know what they 
face when they respond to a call, but 
they go out anyway. We call, and they 
come, day or night, no matter the dan-
ger. 

In addition to the physical dangers 
that they face, police officers also bear 
a heavy mental burden. Most of us 
don’t have to confront evil in our lives 
every day, thanks in large part to the 
sacrifices of our Nation’s law enforce-
ment officers. But police officers have 
to get up close and personal with evil 
on a daily basis. They get a front-row 
seat when it comes to seeing fallen hu-
manity, and they pay a price. 

Being a police officer has always 
been a tough job, but over the past cou-
ple of years, it has gotten even harder. 
The ‘‘defund the police’’ movement and 
the anti-law enforcement sentiment 
have taken a tremendous toll on police 
departments and police officers. 

Morale has sunk, which has resulted 
in increased resignations and retire-
ments. Police departments are under-
staffed, which has stretched officers to 
the limit and limited their ability to 
respond to crimes. And, unsurprisingly, 
police departments are struggling to 
recruit officers. 

Being a police officer is a difficult 
enough job as it is. It is not surprising 
that people would be reluctant to go 
into this field, knowing that the re-
ward for their sacrifice will be constant 
criticism and vilification. 

‘‘Defund the police’’ rhetoric has also 
put officers in increased danger. I find 
it hard to believe that the 59-percent 
increase in murders of police officers in 
2021 had nothing to do with the fanning 
of anti-police sentiment. 

And ‘‘defund the police’’ rhetoric and 
soft-on-crime policies associated with 
it are taking a toll on public safety and 
contributing to the surge in violent 
crime that we have been seeing. 

The ‘‘defund the police’’ movement is 
a movement that should have never 
gotten off the ground. It is based on a 
lie that America’s law enforcement of-
ficers are evil and racist. 

It is also based on the absurd premise 
that society can exist without the po-
lice or that police officers can be re-
placed by social workers and psycholo-
gists. 

There may well be individuals who 
fall into a life of crime as a result of 
tough circumstances, but there are 
also a lot of criminals who choose evil 
deliberately, not because of a difficult 
past but simply for their own personal 
gain, whether that looks like money or 
power or revenge or violence. 

And as long as we live in a world 
where people deliberately choose evil, 
we are going to need men and women 
who are willing to step up and confront 
that evil and do their best to ensure 
that the perpetrators face justice. 

When the ‘‘defund the police’’ move-
ment arose 2 years ago, the Democratic 
Party should have stepped up and de-
nounced it. Instead, they equivocated, 
and some Democrats openly embraced 
‘‘defund the police’’ rhetoric. 

Now the President and other Demo-
crats, perhaps motivated by poll num-
bers showing that Americans are seri-
ously concerned about crime, are try-
ing to distance themselves from anti- 
law enforcement rhetoric. But it is 
pretty difficult to take the President 
seriously on this when he has filled key 
administration posts with individuals 
who have spoken supportively about 
‘‘defund the police’’ efforts. 

Even the Vice President is on the 
record praising efforts to divert money 
from police departments. 

‘‘Defund the police’’ rhetoric needs to 
disappear from our public discourse. 

We need to be making it clear as a soci-
ety that policing is an essential job and 
that police officers perform an essen-
tial public service. 

I am proud to support legislation like 
the Back the Blue Act, which would in-
crease penalties for deliberately tar-
geting a law enforcement officer and 
give officers new tools to protect them-
selves. 

Police officers face the possibility of 
serious injury or death on a daily basis. 
The least we can do is to make sure 
that we are doing everything we can to 
discourage attacks on our law enforce-
ment officers. 

In addition to supporting legislation 
like the Back the Blue Act and the 
Protect and Serve Act, I will continue 
to urge the President to take action to 
secure the border. 

Border security is not just something 
that affects border communities. Lax 
border security has consequences for 
the entire country. South Dakota law 
enforcement leaders and officials tell 
me that they are seizing drugs that 
they can trace directly back to the car-
tels that smuggle these drugs across 
the border. 

We currently have a very serious 
fentanyl problem in this country. In 
fact, right now, fentanyl overdose is 
the leading cause of death for U.S. 
adults between the ages of 18 and 45. 

And where is all this fentanyl coming 
from? 

Mostly, it is being trafficked across 
our southern border. And there is no 
question that the worse the situation 
at the border gets, the easier it is for 
drug smugglers to evade detection and 
capture, which means more drugs flow-
ing into our country and more of our 
law enforcement officers having to deal 
with the consequences. 

In my job, I have the privilege of 
interacting with law enforcement regu-
larly, whether it is members of the 
Capitol Police who protect Congress or 
local law enforcement in my home 
State of South Dakota. As a Senator, I 
have been in more than one situation 
where I have gotten to see up close 
what happens when danger threatens 
and law enforcement officers step into 
the breach to protect those in peril. 

I am more grateful than I can say for 
all the men and women in South Da-
kota, in Washington, DC, and around 
the country who have made the choice 
to serve. 

I am also tremendously grateful for 
their families. It is no small thing to 
say goodbye to a husband or wife or a 
mom or dad every morning knowing 
that there is a chance that he or she 
may not come home that night. No 
mention of the sacrifices made by our 
law enforcement officers would be com-
plete without mentioning the sacrifices 
made by their families. 

The mission statement of the police 
department in Rapid City, SD, is 
‘‘Community First, Service Above Self, 
Integrity-Driven. One Interaction at a 
Time.’’ Well, that definitely describes 
our Rapid City officers, and it is a pret-
ty good description, I might add, of law 
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enforcement officers across South Da-
kota and around the country—commu-
nity first, service above self. We are 
lucky to have men and women around 
the country who put their communities 
first and choose service above self, and 
I pray that we will always remember 
that. 

Again, this Police Week and every 
week, I want to express my deep grati-
tude to the men and women of our Na-
tion’s law enforcement community. 

Thank you. Thank you for putting 
your lives on the line every day to keep 
our homes, our families, and our com-
munities safe. Thank you for your sac-
rifice, and may God bless you all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent to speak for up 
to 15 minutes prior to the scheduled 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATO 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, 

well, as has since been reported in the 
news despite our efforts to keep word 
of our travel somewhat under wraps be-
fore it was accomplished, this last 
weekend, Senators COLLINS, BARRASSO, 
and I had the honor of traveling to 
Ukraine with Senator MCCONNELL on a 
trip where we visited not only Presi-
dent Zelenskyy in the Presidential pal-
ace but also visited two of what we 
hope will be the next members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
namely, Sweden and Finland. 

As we all know, it has been nearly 3 
months now since Russia invaded 
Ukraine. There is no telling what 
President Putin expected. Perhaps he 
expected to be able to occupy Ukraine 
without firing a shot. But the fact is 
that the Ukrainians’ spirit and will to 
defend their country remain unbroken 
and undaunted, and Putin’s plans have 
failed and failed miserably. 

We saw this firsthand when we had a 
chance to visit Kyiv this weekend. Be-
fore the invasion, Kyiv was a cultural, 
religious, and economic hub for the 
great country of Ukraine. Despite 
being damaged by Russia’s failed at-
tempt to seize the city and occupy 
Ukraine, Kyiv still embodies the 
Ukrainian will to survive against all 
odds. 

When we were there, we met, of 
course, with President Zelenskyy and 
his advisers. They have done what I 
think we all hope we would do in the 
face of an unprovoked invasion, and 
that is to remain steadfast in dedica-
tion to your people and your country. 

President Zelenskyy’s leadership has 
inspired free nations and free people 
around the world. His unwavering com-
mitment to Ukraine and its sov-
ereignty has helped rally the rest of 
the freedom-loving world to come to 
the aid of Ukraine in a number of dif-
ferent ways. President Zelenskyy, of 
course, is a product of Ukrainian cul-
ture that values strength, resilience, a 

love of homeland, and we know that 
the people of Ukraine are the same and 
certainly no different. 

The Ukrainian people are determined 
not just to defend their country but to 
win in this fight against Russia, and 
that is what they have been doing. 
What they have asked of us is to give 
them the tools they need to fight their 
own fight. 

Since the earliest days of this inva-
sion, the United States has provided 
billions of dollars in military and hu-
manitarian assistance, and we continue 
looking to President Zelenskyy so we 
can understand what more is needed. 

This is not only a security crisis, this 
is a humanitarian crisis as well since 
Ukraine is known generally as the 
bread basket of Europe. He and his ad-
visers warned us about the possibility 
of global food shortages caused by a 
Russian blockade of Ukrainian ports. 
This will lead to widespread famine not 
just in Europe but throughout Africa 
and spread the pain far afield from Eu-
rope. 

When it comes to military aid, Presi-
dent Zelenskyy emphasized a message 
he has consistently shared with us: We 
need more, and we need it faster—more 
Stingers, more Javelins, more air de-
fenses, more lethal aid. 

Last week, President Biden signed a 
bill that I introduced along with Sen-
ators WICKER, CARDIN, and SHAHEEN, 
which was called the Ukraine Democ-
racy Lend-Lease Act. 

This legislation is rooted in the same 
lend-lease legislation that President 
Roosevelt signed into law in 1941 which 
allowed the United States to supply 
Great Britain and other allies with 
military equipment. At that time, 
President Roosevelt vowed to trans-
form the United States into what he 
called the ‘‘arsenal of democracy,’’ and 
the Lend-Lease Act helped accomplish 
that. 

This legislation, the Ukrainian De-
mocracy Lend-Lease Act, which has 
now been signed into law by President 
Biden, cuts redtape so we can quickly 
give Ukraine what it needs to win the 
war against Russia. 

During our visit, President 
Zelenskyy shared with us the impor-
tance of this historic lend-lease pro-
gram. We also discussed our commit-
ment to helping Ukraine until they are 
victorious and encourage our allies and 
partners around the world to work with 
us—to continue to work with us to 
make sure that Ukraine has what it 
needs to defend itself. 

Of course, we are now, as I said, just 
shy of 3 months into this war, and we 
know that we will be called upon to do 
more, but we all have a part to play in 
ensuring that Putin ultimately aban-
dons as futile this mission to recreate 
the Soviet Union. 

This week, as we know, the Senate 
will consider a supplemental funding 
bill to provide Ukraine with even more 
security and humanitarian assistance. 
I know there are some who disagree 
with more funding for Ukraine. To 

them I would say, this funding, this 
support, this military and humani-
tarian support is not strictly an act of 
altruism on our part. We are doing this 
also because allowing Ukraine to de-
fend itself is in our best interest. We 
can’t kid ourselves by thinking that 
Putin would simply end with his brutal 
conquest of Ukraine or if he did, that 
he wouldn’t start it up again in the 
near future. If Putin took Ukraine or a 
sizable portion of its geography, this 
would be just the next domino to fall in 
Putin’s mad drive to try to cobble to-
gether whatever he can of the old Rus-
sian Empire, which would have ex-
treme consequences for America and 
the rest of the world. 

Even though Ukraine is not a mem-
ber of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, the outcome of this war will 
without a doubt have an impact on the 
United States and our NATO allies. An 
invasion of a NATO country would 
trigger article 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Alliance, which would require 
us to come to the aid and defense of a 
fellow member of that alliance. 

Already Putin has made threats 
against Moldova, Romania, and now 
Sweden and Finland. His actions are an 
attack on the entire West and threaten 
peace and security around the world. It 
is literally a threat on the idea of free-
dom itself. Today, the frontline is 
Ukraine. Where that frontline will 
shift tomorrow is largely up to us and 
the Ukrainians. 

Peace on the European continent is a 
peace fought for and won by the sac-
rifices of many who came before us. Ob-
viously, we have experienced an un-
precedented period of peace and pros-
perity around the world following the 
Second World War. Having experienced 
two world wars on the same continent 
over a period of 40 or 50 years, anybody 
in their right mind would look for ways 
to try to resist and reduce the likeli-
hood of another war in Europe during 
our lifetime. 

It was because of the sacrifices of our 
parents and grandparents that we have 
had this, what Bob Gates, the former 
Secretary of Defense, has called a holi-
day from history. Most of us have 
grown up knowing nothing but the 
peace and prosperity bought with the 
contributions and sacrifices of our par-
ents and grandparents. But we now 
have our own responsibility, not only 
to our communities, to our families, 
and to our Nation to act in the face of 
this aggression, we have to contribute 
our part to the preservation of freedom 
and democracy around the world by 
helping Ukraine defend its freedom and 
its democracy. 

Of course our support for Ukraine has 
costs, but every position will entail a 
cost. Of course, in this situation, the 
cost of the United States doing noth-
ing, of simply turning over this democ-
racy and our security and our economy 
to Putin, well, that is greater than any 
cost that could come by a supple-
mental appropriation that the U.S. 
Congress might make to assist 
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Ukraine. We know that world wars 
have been started by lesser action, and 
we must do everything we can to pre-
vent this contagion from spreading be-
yond its current boundaries. 

So what is at stake here is greater 
than the future of any one nation. The 
security of Europe is in question. The 
reach of Russia’s aspirations to rees-
tablish its former empire are as well. 
And we know that there are global re-
percussions however we choose to re-
spond. 

Of course, other adversaries of the 
United States are watching to see what 
we do. China, Iran, and North Korea 
are looking for any sign of weakness 
that would permit them to take advan-
tage of that weakness to do something 
similar to what Putin is doing. We can-
not show these authoritarian govern-
ments or their leaders any weakness 
that might encourage them to rep-
licate Putin’s unprovoked aggression. 

While abroad, as I said, we visited 
with the leadership of Finland and 
Sweden at a pivotal and historic time 
for them. Both countries have histori-
cally been nonaligned with any warring 
power, but they realize the imminent 
threat of this invasion of Ukraine, 
what that means to them and their 
safety and their security. Both coun-
tries are now in the process of applying 
for membership in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, and I am pleased 
to see that they will move forward 
with that decision and are as I speak. 

Adding them to this alliance which 
has produced the longest unbroken pe-
riod of peace and security of any treaty 
that the United States has been a part 
of, their participation will give the 
United States crucial partners in Scan-
dinavia and in the High North and in 
the Arctic region, and it will nearly 
double the land border Russia shares 
with NATO countries. 

You know, it is ironic that Putin said 
that one reason he invaded Ukraine is 
he did not want Ukraine to become 
part of NATO. He didn’t want NATO on 
his border. Well, thanks to his missteps 
and miscalculation, now he will find 
Finland, with an 830-mile border, a 
member of NATO and on the Russian 
border—exactly what he said he hoped 
to avoid. 

Now, I applaud the parliaments of 
both Sweden and Finland for breaking 
with their longstanding provisions of 
neutrality in order to serve the best in-
terests of their people and to con-
tribute to the collective security of Eu-
rope. Sweden and Finland will be much 
safer thanks to this bold decision by 
their governments, and they will cer-
tainly add value to NATO and enhance 
the deterrence of this collective de-
fense agreement known as the North 
Atlantic Treaty alliance. 

During our meetings, I told our col-
leagues, our parliamentarians from 
Sweden and Finland, that I backed 
their accessions unequivocally. Both of 
these countries have seen and acted on 
a major lesson from Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine: Putin does not honor inter-

nationally agreed-upon borders no mat-
ter what the cost. Sweden and Finland 
both have robust, well-resourced mili-
taries, and I look forward as one Sen-
ator to welcoming them into NATO, 
and I hope all of our colleagues will 
agree with that when the time comes. 

I am grateful to Leader MCCONNELL 
for putting together this past week-
end’s trip. I found it enormously edu-
cational, and I think it sent a great 
message, not only to President 
Zelenskyy and the Ukrainian people 
that we will continue to support them, 
whether it is with lethal aid or human-
itarian assistance, but, likewise, I 
think it sent a message to our impend-
ing additions to NATO—Sweden and 
Finland—that we will support their ad-
dition to NATO when the time comes 
here in the U.S. Senate. 

Lastly, I want to share a message 
from Ukraine. President Zelenskyy 
asked us, as Representatives of our 
various States and the American peo-
ple, to convey to the American people 
his personal thanks and gratitude for 
supporting them during this existential 
fight with Russia. We, in turn, thanked 
President Zelenskyy for showing the 
world what one country and what one 
inspired leader can do to rally the 
cause of freedom and democracy and 
nonaggression around the world. 

President Zelenskyy and the Ukrain-
ians have changed the course of history 
for the better, and we unequivocally 
are with the Ukrainian people in their 
fight to remain a sovereign democracy. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). Under the previous order, all 
post-cloture time has expired. 

The question is on agreeing to the 
motion to proceed. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 88, 
nays 11, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 178 Leg.] 

YEAS—88 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 

Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 

Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 

Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 

Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 

Toomey 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—11 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Crapo 

Hagerty 
Hawley 
Lee 
Lummis 

Marshall 
Paul 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—1 

Van Hollen 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 798, Jen-
nifer Louise Rochon, of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York. 

Charles E. Schumer, Cory A. Booker, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard 
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, 
Maria Cantwell. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Jennifer Louise Rochon, of New 
York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New 
York, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Nevada (Mr. ROSEN) and 
the Senator from Maryland (Ms. VAN 
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 179 Leg.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 

Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
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Tester 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 

Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Rosen Van Hollen 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). On this vote, the yeas are 51, the 
nays are 47. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Jennifer Louise 
Rochon, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern 
District of New York. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 802, Trina 
L. Thompson, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of California. 

Charles E. Schumer, Cory A. Booker, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard 
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, 
Maria Cantwell. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Trina L. Thompson, of California, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of California, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) and 
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mr. SASSE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—3 

Rosen Sasse Van Hollen 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PETERS). On this vote, the yeas are 51, 
the nays are 46. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Trina L. Thompson, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 799, Sun-
shine Suzanne Sykes, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the Central 
District of California. 

Charles E. Schumer, Cory A. Booker, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard 
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, 
Maria Cantwell. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Sunshine Suzanne Sykes, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) and 
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY) and the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 181 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—45 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 

Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Romney 
Rosen 

Toomey 
Van Hollen 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). On this vote, the yeas are 51, the 
nays are 45. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ADDITIONAL UKRAINE SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2022 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and proceed to 
the consideration of H.R. 7691, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 7691) making emergency sup-

plemental appropriations for assistance for 
the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar 
No. 368, H.R. 7691, a bill making emergency 
supplemental appropriations for assistance 
for the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2022, and for other 
purposes. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Richard Blumenthal, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Christopher Murphy, Tina Smith, Rob-
ert Menendez, Christopher A. Coons, 
Michael F. Bennet, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Benjamin L. Cardin, Elizabeth 
Warren, Edward J. Markey, Tim Kaine, 
Patty Murray, Jack Reed, Sheldon 
Whitehouse. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5035 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

have an amendment at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

proposes an amendment numbered 5035. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an effective date) 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. ll. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask to dispense with further reading of 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5036 TO AMENDMENT NO. 5035 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

proposes an amendment numbered 5036 to 
amendment No. 5035. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To modify the effective date) 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘1 day’’ and insert 
‘‘2 days’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask to dispense with further reading of 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 5037 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to commit H.R. 7691 to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, with in-
structions to report back forthwith 
with an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

moves to commit the bill to the Committee 
on Appropriations with instructions to re-
port back forthwith with an amendment 
numbered 5037. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an effective date) 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. ll. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 4 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask to dispense with further reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5038 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have an amendment to the instructions 
at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

proposes an amendment numbered 5038 to 
the instructions of the motion to commit. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask to dispense with further reading of 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To modify the effective date) 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5039 TO AMENDMENT NO. 5038 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 

proposes an amendment numbered 5039 to 
amendment No. 5038. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask to dispense with further reading of 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To modify the effective date) 

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘5’’ and insert ‘‘6’’. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS COVID RELIEF 
ACT OF 2022—MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 344, S. 4008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 344, S. 
4008, a bill to provide COVID relief for res-
taurants, gyms, minor league sports teams, 
border businesses, live venue service pro-
viders, exclave businesses, and providers of 
transportation services. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 344, S. 4008, 
a bill to provide COVID relief for res-
taurants, gyms, minor league sports teams, 
border businesses, live venue service pro-
viders, exclave businesses, and providers of 
transportation services. 

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Tammy Duckworth, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Gary C. Peters, Ron 
Wyden, Elizabeth Warren, Jacky 
Rosen, Mark Kelly, Ben Ray Luján, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Tammy Baldwin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Maria Cantwell, Chris Van Hol-
len, Margaret Wood Hassan. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 855. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Stephanie 
Dawkins Davis, of Michigan, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 855, Steph-
anie Dawkins Davis, of Michigan, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth 
Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Cory A. Booker, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard 
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, 
Maria Cantwell. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory 
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quorum calls for the cloture motions 
filed today, May 17, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate consider the following nomina-
tions, en bloc: Calendar Nos. 907, 916, 
917, 918, 846; that the Senate vote on 
the nominations en bloc without inter-
vening action or debate; that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table; that any state-
ments related to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; and that the Senate 
resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of S. Lane Tucker, of Alaska, to 
be United States Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Alaska for the term of four 
years; Rachelle L. Crowe, of Illinois, to 
be United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Illinois for the 
term of four years; Jesse A. Laslovich, 
of Montana, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Montana for the 
term of four years; Alexander M.M. 
Uballez, of New Mexico, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of New 
Mexico for the term of four years; and 
Maria Fabiana Jorge, of the District of 
Columbia, to be United States Alter-
nate Executive Director of the Inter- 
American Development Bank? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

SECOND CHANCE MONTH 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration and the 
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 605. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 605) designating April 
2022 as ‘‘Second Chance Month’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 605) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of April 28, 2022, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CONGRATULATING AMES LABORA-
TORY ON 75 YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 639, submitted earlier today. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 639) congratulating 
Ames Laboratory on 75 years of outstanding 
service. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further 
debate on the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

If not, the question is on agreeing to 
the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 639) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to 
and that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 640, S. Res. 641, and S. 
Res. 642. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to, 
the preambles be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 
2022 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it recess until 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, May 18; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, and the Senate 

proceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Leaf nomination; 
further, that the cloture motions filed 
during yesterday’s session of the Sen-
ate ripen upon disposition of the 
Rochon nomination; that at 11:45 a.m., 
the Senate vote on confirmation of the 
Rochon nomination; that if cloture is 
invoked on the Leaf nomination, all 
postcloture time expire at 2:45 p.m.; 
that the Senate recess following the 
cloture vote on the Leaf nomination 
until 2 p.m. to allow for the weekly 
caucus meetings; further, that if clo-
ture is invoked on the Watson nomina-
tion, all postcloture time expire at 6 
p.m.; that following disposition of the 
Watson nomination, the Senate vote on 
confirmation of the Thompson, Sykes, 
and Lowman nominations; finally, that 
if any nominations are confirmed dur-
ing Wednesday’s session, the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ORDER FOR RECESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in recess, 
under the previous order, following the 
remarks of Senator PORTMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
UKRAINE 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 
come to the floor today for the 12th 
consecutive week while the Senate has 
been in session to talk about the ille-
gal, unprovoked, and brutal assault on 
Ukraine being carried out by Russia. 

We started these discussions before 
this latest invasion even occurred; and, 
unfortunately, every week, as I talk 
about it, there are more and more ex-
amples of brutality as the Russians 
continue to bomb innocent civilians in 
Ukraine. Also, we have been able to 
talk about some progress that we have 
made in helping Ukraine, and that has 
been very effective in helping Ukraine 
help itself. 

This is a classic fight for freedom. 
The importance of our humanitarian 
aid, our weapons, and our material sup-
port have all been in that cause, and 
the impact cannot be overstated. Since 
February 24, when the invasion began, 
we have provided $13.6 billion in U.S. 
taxpayer funds for military, humani-
tarian, and economic aid for Ukraine. 
By the way, it has made a huge dif-
ference in keeping Ukraine from being 
totally overrun by Russia. You will re-
member that the Russian objective 
here, in looking at this map, was to 
take over the entire country. In start-
ing with Kyiv, remember that they sur-
rounded Kyiv at one point. Now they 
have been pushed out altogether. 

The Russians have now been forced 
to just focus here, in the southern and 
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eastern parts of Ukraine, where there 
continues to be very fierce fighting. 
These darker red sections are sections 
that the Russians took back in 2014. 
The lighter red are the sections of 
Ukraine they are trying to take now. 
The blue, you can see here, is where 
the Ukrainians have made progress, in-
cluding around Kharkiv, which is a 
major city here in Eastern Ukraine. 
You can see where there is quite a bit 
of blue—in fact, in one case, all the 
way to the Russian border where the 
Ukrainians have pushed back the Rus-
sians. 

So our support has made a difference. 
But that support—the $13.6 billion in 
aid—has now been depleted, and it is 
necessary for us to re-up, including in 
just providing basic munitions so that 
the Ukrainians can continue the fight 
with ammunition but also in providing 
heavier weapons because, down in this 
area, that is what is required. As the 
Russians use more and more artillery 
and other heavy weapons to try to push 
back the Ukrainians’ positions, the 
Ukrainians must respond in kind. 

Without the support that we have 
provided, Russia would have destroyed 
a lot more of Ukraine; they would have 
killed a lot more innocent civilians; 
and they would have achieved a vic-
tory. It would have been damaging, of 
course, to Ukraine and its people but 
also damaging to us and our national 
interest and a safer world because, had 
they been successful, there would have 
been a much more dangerous and vola-
tile world in its thinking that an au-
thoritarian country could just come 
into a peaceful, democratic neighbor 
and take over another country. 

Again, the fighting continues, but 
we, along with so many of our allies— 
over 40 countries—over 40 countries— 
have stepped up to say: We are with 
you, Ukraine. You are an independent, 
sovereign country. You are an ally, and 
we want to support you. 

They have never asked for us to do 
the fighting for them, by the way, but 
they have asked for us to help them 
have the tools to be able to survive and 
to be able to push back against the 
brutal Russian assault. 

The administration has now sub-
mitted what is called a supplemental 
request for funding. The House passed 
it last week 368 to 57—strong bipartisan 
support. Last night and earlier today, 
we had the first of two procedural 
votes on the Senate’s action on this 
same supplemental spending bill. The 
votes were 81 to 11 last night and 88 to 
11 earlier today—again, strong bipar-
tisan support for this funding. This 
package includes $40 billion—nearly $40 
billion—for munitions, for weapons, for 
training to stop Russia. 

It also provides funds for humani-
tarian aid. Remember, there have been 
millions of refugees both internally 
and who have left the country. There 
are about 5 or 6 million refugees still 
out of the country and at least 7 or 8 
million refugees inside the country. So 
this has been an unprecedented level of 

humanitarian aid that has been needed 
but also economic support to a country 
that has been devastated—literally 
flattened—in many areas by this Rus-
sian assault. 

There are also funds to support our 
troops, who are in the countries neigh-
boring Ukraine, joining other NATO 
forces. That funding is also in here. 
Some of these troops came from Ger-
many, and some came from the United 
States, but it is an effort to be sure 
that we are supporting and bolstering 
these other countries in the region— 
Romania, Slovakia, Poland, and the 
Baltic countries of Latvia, Lithuania, 
and Estonia—to be sure that they are 
not going to be subject to the same at-
tacks. Those preventive measures have 
been put in place, and that is also cost-
ly. Forty billion dollars is a lot of 
money, and we have to be sure that it 
is spent wisely and is not wasted. 

I am glad to see we were able to get 
some changes in the administration’s 
request to task the Department of De-
fense, the Department of State, and 
USAID inspectors general—from all 
three of those entities—with the over-
sight of the spending and provide them 
with sufficient resources to do that. So 
these inspectors general from those 
three entities are there to ensure the 
money is properly spent. 

Additionally, the funds in this bill 
for urgent budget support to Ukraine’s 
government will be subject to espe-
cially stringent oversight mechanisms. 
These funds will be placed in a sepa-
rate, auditable account, and their use 
will be governed by a memorandum of 
understanding with Ukraine. The MOU 
will describe strict guardrails for 
transparency and accountability that 
will ensure that these funds are not di-
verted to corrupt interests but, in-
stead, are used to help the Government 
of Ukraine provide for its people in 
their hour of need. I am glad that lan-
guage was included and added to the 
supplemental. 

The supplemental bill also mandates 
that the use of these funds will be noti-
fied to Congress. I think this is very 
important. Most of our foreign assist-
ance to other countries is subject to 
strict notification requirements like 
these. It is only appropriate these 
funds have a similar mechanism in 
place. If Congress is going to appro-
priate these large amounts of taxpayer 
dollars to support Ukraine, I think it is 
essential that we have sufficient con-
gressional oversight. We have strong 
bipartisan support for this funding in 
the House and in the Senate but also 
the assurance that we will have effec-
tive oversight of our assistance to 
Ukraine. By the way, effective over-
sight also will require us to have a dip-
lomatic presence in Ukraine—a perma-
nent one—to help ensure that these 
funds are spent properly—the military 
funds, the humanitarian funds, and the 
economic aid. 

I have been calling for the adminis-
tration to reopen our Embassy in Kyiv, 
which is here—the capital city—for the 

past several weeks. I hope we do that 
as soon as possible. My understanding 
is that the team in Kyiv, which has 
been mostly in Poland and sometimes 
goes to Lviv, wants to get back to the 
capital. There are, probably, a couple 
dozen countries—I heard Israel moved 
their Embassy back today—that have 
already moved back to Kyiv. It is time 
for us to do so as well. We understand 
it is dangerous, and we respect the 
service of those Foreign Service Offi-
cers, but we have got to be sure that 
they are there to provide a clear line of 
communication with the Ukrainians 
and ensure that this $40 billion in fund-
ing is properly spent but also ensure 
that we are able to have a go-between 
at a high level, which is one reason we 
need to get our Ambassador over there 
to Ukraine as soon as possible. The 
good news is we had a good hearing 
with that Ambassador just last week, 
and my hope is that we can get her 
moving even later this week. 

With regard to the funding—the $40 
billion—in helping, again, to continue 
to push back so that Russia doesn’t 
turn the tide, that funding, I hope, will 
be sent this week. What you just heard 
from the majority leader is that he has 
set up a vote for Thursday, which 
would be a cloture vote. Then, hope-
fully, we will have the final vote that 
day, too. Cloture is the next procedural 
vote. Let’s not slow this thing down on 
either side of the aisle. Let’s get this 
done. I wish we had gotten it done last 
week, and we should have. Every day 
that we delay means we are putting at 
risk more Ukrainian civilians and put-
ting at risk more of the Ukrainian 
military because they don’t have the 
munitions for existing weapons, be-
cause they don’t have the heavy weap-
ons they need to be able to counter the 
Russians. So this is not a time for us to 
play partisan politics. It is a time for 
us to get this assistance to the Presi-
dent’s desk. Hopefully, he will sign it 
immediately and begin to re-up this 
commitment we have made to help 
Ukraine defend itself. 

As you probably know, it took the 
constant urging from this Congress, on 
a bipartisan basis, to get the adminis-
tration to finally begin to provide the 
level of lethal support that the Ukrain-
ians have needed to survive this war 
against Russia. Some of us were push-
ing for more before this latest invasion 
as well, but we cannot afford to back-
slide now. It is really important that 
we continue to help them to be able to 
defend themselves. Again, we are not 
alone in this. There are many countries 
around the world, including, obviously, 
the other NATO allies who are also 
helping out. 

I understand there is only enough ex-
isting Presidential drawdown author-
ity—that is the authority they are 
using for the munitions and the weap-
ons—to do one more partial transfer of 
arms. So this is urgent to get it done 
now. This supplemental will fix that 
problem. It raises the Presidential cap 
to $11 billion in the drawdown author-
ity. It also provides $6 billion for the 
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Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, 
which is a program that I co-wrote 
back into law in 2015. This money will 
fund training, equipment, and advisory 
efforts to boost Ukraine’s combat ca-
pacities; to professionalize its military 
further; and to bring it up to NATO 
standards. 

That was very important to have 
them as prepared as they are. Over the 
past 7 years, it has helped turn 
Ukraine’s army into a powerful, profes-
sional fighting force that has proven to 
be at least Russia’s equal on the battle-
field. The bravery and determination of 
these troops is the single most impor-
tant weapon they have, but the train-
ing and the equipment and the muni-
tions and so on are essential for them 
to be able to take that bravery and 
that perseverance and that commit-
ment and to be able to be such an effec-
tive fighting force. 

Additionally, the supplemental in-
cludes $4 billion in Foreign Military 
Financing to provide Ukraine with the 
American-made weapons and equip-
ment that its troops need. It also has 
$3.9 billion to support enhanced U.S. 
troop deployments to Europe, such as 
the 82nd Airborne, which is here in Po-
land. I got to see them when I was over 
in the region recently. They are doing 
an amazing job in ensuring that there 
is protection for Poland against the 
possibility that Poland could be 
dragged into this conflict, but it is also 
to help ensure that the arms transfers 
are occurring from countries all over 
the world. All of this vital funding will 
ensure that we can continue to support 
Ukraine and our other Eastern Euro-
pean allies who are threatened by Rus-
sian aggression. We just can’t allow 
any gap in this support. 

We must not adjourn this week until 
we are finished with this. So the vote is 
supposed to be on Thursday, and I hope 
it is; but until we have the final pas-
sage of this measure and it goes to the 
President’s desk, we cannot leave this 
week. In my view, Congress must stay 
in session. 

At this time in this war, it is also 
time for us to take a breath and hold 
the administration accountable for giv-
ing us a long-term strategy so that we 
in Congress can be a bigger part of the 
conversation about how to move for-
ward. I think that is not unreasonable, 
given where we are. And a number of 
us, on a bipartisan basis, are calling for 
that. Give us a long-term strategy so 
we know where we are. 

I know there have been concerns that 
we have been spending a lot of money 
on weapons and equipment from our 
military stockpiles to Ukraine without 
adequately refilling our own supplies. 
But this supplemental funding bill— 
and one reason it is a higher number— 
fixes that. It provides $9 billion to re-
plenish our stocks with Javelins, 
Stingers, howitzers, rifles, vehicles, 
and other equipment needed to keep 
America safe. So part of the funds we 
are providing here are for Ukraine, but 
really they are for updating our own 

stockpiles. That is good for our own 
military. 

I am also aware of a concern that 
some of our manufacturers cannot 
make these weapons fast enough for 
both the stockpiling for our weapons 
and providing weapons to Ukraine. 
This supplemental bill addresses that, 
too, providing $600 million to ease 
chokepoints in our industrial supply 
chain. That will ensure that we have 
the capacity to produce enough mis-
siles to simultaneously help keep 
Ukrainians in the fight and keep our 
stockpiles full. 

Last week, at a hearing of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, I asked 
the Assistant Secretary of State for 
Europe, Karen Donfried, what the ad-
ministration’s definition of ‘‘victory’’ 
was, and she said: Well, ‘‘that is for the 
Ukrainians to define.’’ 

Well, I guess that is fair, but the 
Ukrainians have already defined what 
victory looks like for them. They want 
all of their territory back. It is their 
sovereign territory that Russia has al-
ready taken—the darker red—and 
wants to take now in the lighter red 
and wants to go even farther. That is 
what the Ukrainians say victory looks 
like. 

Last week, Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Kuleba said that ‘‘victory for us 
in this war will be the liberation of the 
rest of our territories.’’ 

On Saturday, the Foreign Ministers 
of the G7 countries—those are the big-
gest economies of the world except for 
China. Those are our allies in all of 
this. Our Secretary of State, Tony 
Blinken, was there, and he endorsed 
this view, saying in a statement that 
‘‘[w]e will never recognize borders that 
Russia has attempted to change by 
military aggression.’’ 

I appreciate the Secretary of State 
saying that, and I hope the rest of the 
administration adopts that position. 

During recent testimony, LTG Scott 
Barrier of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency called the war situation a 
‘‘stalemate.’’ While this is not optimal, 
it is giving the Ukrainian forces time 
to regroup forces in this area and to be 
able to train on some of the new West-
ern weapons we and our allies have do-
nated. Soon, more of our 155-milli-
meter ‘‘M Triple 7’’ howitzers, as an ex-
ample, will be deployed to the 
frontlines. This will give the Ukrain-
ians the capability to outrange the 
Russians, when they could sit back and 
use the artillery to push the Russians 
back without being in danger them-
selves. And when combined with sur-
veillance, including surveillance 
drones, this will allow the Ukrainians 
to even the odds on the battlefield. 
That is all arriving now and beginning 
to come, and that is good news to re-
port tonight. It is going to make a big 
difference. 

In fact, we have recently seen just 
how effective artillery can be in 
Ukraine. We just learned yesterday 
that last week, as a Russian battalion 
tactical group was attempting to cross 

a river in Ukraine, called the Siverskyi 
Donets River, Ukrainian artillerymen 
sighted them and opened fire. Over the 
next several minutes, under a Ukrain-
ian bombardment, it is estimated that 
Russian forces suffered almost 500 cas-
ualties—including killed, wounded, and 
missing in action—and also lost almost 
80 vehicles, including infantry fighting 
vehicles and T–72 main battle tanks. 

This map shows images of the actual 
bridge and what actually happened. 
Here is the attack. Here are some of 
those Russian tanks we talked about 
and other armored vehicles. Here is 
what is left of the bridge. Here are 
some more images of the road coming 
in and some of the vehicles that were 
destroyed. 

The pontoon bridge they had been 
using to cross the river right here, you 
can see, was totally destroyed, sending 
some vehicles plunging into the water 
below. This Russian advance was com-
pletely halted at immense cost. 

Again, it makes a difference if you 
have these weapons and you have the 
surveillance. You have the ability to do 
this. It was such a significant defeat 
for Russian forces that even the pro- 
Russian military bloggers—who have 
toed the Kremlin line for the war thus 
far—have now begun to publicly ques-
tion the competency of the Russian 
military leadership on social media. 

This is precisely why we and other 
countries need to keep sending heavy 
weapons and ammunition, including ar-
tillery and better artillery, so the 
Ukrainians can continue to inflict de-
feats like this on the Russians and 
push them out of their territory. 

The Ukrainians are succeeding, first, 
because of their bravery, their tenac-
ity, their skill but also because the 
United States and our allies are plac-
ing in their hands the tools they need 
to succeed. 

Let’s not forget that President Putin 
said he launched this war because 
Ukraine had NATO aspirations and 
that a NATO country on their border 
was a threat. I think he thought that 
this would be intimidating to NATO 
and would split NATO. Now, because of 
the invasion, Finland and Sweden have 
applied for NATO membership. Presi-
dent Putin thought it would split 
NATO; instead, NATO is actually get-
ting stronger. 

America and the world should recog-
nize this is a major shift in the power 
structure of Europe. This is a big deal. 
Finland, Sweden—Sweden has been tra-
ditionally neutral—and other European 
countries now see clearly the threat 
posed by Vladimir Putin and his desire 
to recreate the Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic. 

Earlier in the conflict, Putin threat-
ened both Finland and Sweden with 
‘‘grave consequences’’ if they sought to 
join NATO. Does this sound familiar? 
It is the same thing he said about 
Ukraine. 

Remember, Finland shares a border 
with Russia, about 810 miles. To the 
Finns, the threat of Russian troops is 
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very real, and it is on their border. Fin-
land is not dependent on Russia, as 
some other nations are. In fact, they 
barely get 5 percent of their energy 
from Russia, and they are working to 
even cut that amount down further. 
Good for them. They are not afraid of 
Russia. They would rather see the ben-
efits of a defensive alliance based on 
common, shared democratic values. 
That is what NATO is about. It is not 
offensive; it is defensive. And that is 
what Finland and Sweden both see. 

We should be encouraged by Fin-
land’s increased military spending, 
which they just increased to about 2 
percent of their GDP. That is the 
NATO target of 2 percent. I commend 
Finland for that. They need to set an 
example for other members of the alli-
ance. 

They also just augmented their air 
force, and they are among Europe’s 
most effective and largest Armed 
Forces per capita. They are able to mo-
bilize an army of 280,000 troops and 
600,000 reservists. Sweden also in-
creased its military spending this year 
for the biggest increase in 70 years. 

This is all positive because it puts ac-
tions behind the words and sends the 
message to Russia, to Vladimir Putin, 
that freedom-loving countries are not 
going to stand idly by while allies are 
invaded or intimidated. All we want to 
do is live in peace, but we are not going 
to stand by while this aggression oc-
curs. 

The Senate has a role to play here 
because these two countries, Sweden 
and Finland, will be coming before the 
U.S. Senate to be confirmed as mem-
bers of NATO. We should do so as soon 
as we possibly can. 

In addition, the administration 
should press other countries to approve 
this very quickly. I heard today that 
the Turks may have some concerns 
about it based on other issues. I hope 
no country stands in the way of this. 
This will make NATO a more effective 
fighting force. It would augment 
NATO’s ability to be able to be an ef-
fective, again, peaceful, defensive alli-
ance. 

In addition, the administration 
should press the world to approve 
NATO membership for Finland and 
Sweden, a move that would strengthen 
the security structure and posture for 
free nations, free nations around the 
globe. 

I have talked about a variety of sanc-
tions in my remarks over these past 12 
weeks, and I won’t go over all those 
sanctions. There are trading sanctions. 
They are eliminating Russia’s pre-
ferred tax status. There are banking 
sanctions and, of course, energy. 

Europe, unfortunately, is continuing 
to buy Russian gas and oil. They say 
they are going to stop buying Russian 
coal by August. I hope that is true. But 
they now send about $870 million a day 
to Russia. Think about that, $870 mil-
lion a day to help fund the war ma-
chine. One reason Russia’s economy 
hasn’t totally collapsed is because of 

that—because it is still getting a lot of 
receipts for energy not just from China 
and India, which we all know about and 
we regret, but also from the EU coun-
tries that are way too dependent on 
Russia. 

We are not as dependent, so it is easy 
for us to cut off their oil and gas sup-
plies, which we did, to our credit. But 
we need to back up those European na-
tions now with some of our own. We 
have plenty of gas in this country; as 
an example, natural gas that can back 
up what Russia is providing now, and 
we have a loose agreement to do so. We 
had to tighten that agreement and en-
sure we are not sending these mil-
lions—hundreds of millions of dollars 
every day to Vladimir Putin to fund 
his war machine, especially when Rus-
sia not only continues its onslaught on 
Ukrainian defensive combatants but 
also on noncombatants. We need to act. 
What they are doing is committing war 
crimes. We have all seen them. We all 
know that. 

I have called on the International 
Criminal Court, which, by the way, has 
announced an investigation to follow 
in Ukraine’s footsteps and take the 
next step to begin an actual war crimes 
tribunal. We know enough now. We 
continue to hear about this every day. 
And every day we don’t act, the stories 
get worse. I think this could be a deter-
rent if we moved forward more aggres-
sively. 

Six million Ukrainians have been 
forced out of their country. And ac-
cording to UNICEF, thousands of inno-
cent Ukrainians have been killed, in-
cluding hundreds of children. Since 
February 24, Russian troops have en-
gaged in rape and other forms of sexual 
violence across Ukraine. These vic-
tims—Ukrainian women and girls— 
have been cruelly targeted. We have a 
moral obligation to step up here. The 
whole world does. 

I was glad to hear that a court in 
Kyiv began hearings last Friday on a 
case against Sergeant Vadim 
Shishimarin, the first Russian soldier 
to go on trial for alleged war crimes. 
He is accused of shooting and killing a 
62-year-old civilian man in the north-
eastern Ukrainian region of Sumy in 
late February, just a few yards from 
his home. Apparently, this has all been 
recorded. 

But this is just a drop in the bucket. 
Ukraine’s prosecutor has said her office 
is currently investigating more than 
10,000 alleged war crimes by Russian 
forces involving more than 600 sus-
pects. It will take a vast amount of 
time and resources to hold these crimi-
nals to account, and the United States 
should help Ukraine in this regard. 

I am glad that the supplemental 
funding bill before the Senate right 
now includes funding to do just that: 
$400 million to investigate and docu-
ment war crimes and crimes against 
humanity committed by Russian forces 
in Ukraine. My hope is that holding 
these Russians accountable will have 
this strong deterrent effect. 

To Russian commanders and to 
Kremlin officials who are backing this 
brutal and unjustified war, the message 
is very simple: The world is watching. 
They are watching you. The world is 
watching for war crimes, and they are 
being recorded. You have a choice: Say 
no to the orders to attack and kill your 
innocent neighbors in Ukraine, your 
neighbors who only want to live in 
peace. 

By the way, there is a special des-
ignation in U.S. law for countries that 
provide support for international ter-
rorism. They are called state sponsors 
of terrorism. In my view, Russia has 
now earned that notorious designation. 
We should vote on that here in the U.S. 
Senate and further isolate Russia from 
the community of nations. 

The Republican leader, MITCH 
MCCONNELL, along with three of our 
other colleagues, went to Kyiv over the 
weekend to meet with President 
Zelenskyy. In that meeting, he reports 
that the issue of Russia being des-
ignated as a state sponsor of terrorism 
came up. And he agreed, as the Repub-
lican leader here in the U.S. Senate, 
that we should move forward with that 
legislation. 

Speaker PELOSI has also been to Kyiv 
for the delegation. I am glad they both 
went, and I hope both of them will 
agree on that designation, which is 
something that President Zelenskyy 
has asked for, and also, again, to en-
sure that we not only provide this aid 
package as soon as possible this week 
but we continue to provide whatever 
help is necessary for our allies in 
Ukraine. 

I close tonight with a few thoughts 
on our leadership not abroad, but here 
at home, and not the leadership of the 
U.S. Government, but instead the lead-
ership of the people of America because 
it is not just the U.S. Government that 
is supporting Ukraine in its hour of 
need. 

Since this terrible conflict began, ev-
eryday Americans across the country 
have stepped up to provide much need-
ed assistance—humanitarian assist-
ance, economic aid. 

The Ukrainian defenders, the refu-
gees, and the first responders are deep-
ly grateful. In March, in Ohio, Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine sent out a request 
for surplus or expired personal protec-
tive gear to provide to Ukrainian terri-
torial defense forces that had asked for 
them. I am proud to say that Ohio an-
swered that call. 

Altogether, more than two dozen law 
enforcement agencies across Ohio have 
donated 2,000 pieces of personal protec-
tive gear, including 71 vest carriers, 45 
helmets, and 1,880 pieces of body 
armor. With the help of the Fund to 
Aid Ukraine, a nonprofit located in 
Parma, OH, this badly needed equip-
ment will soon make its way into the 
hands of brave Ukrainian defenders 
who are fighting for their lives as they 
endure Russia’s brutal onslaught. 

This organization has now given 24 
pallets of supplies and over 7 tons of 
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medical supplies to Ukraine as well. I 
am grateful to them and for all the law 
enforcement agencies that sacrificed 
their time and resources to organize 
this effort to provide personal protec-
tive gear. 

In addition, MedWish International 
in Cleveland, which is a highly effec-
tive nonprofit I met with last month, 
has partnered with United Ukrainian 
Organizations of Ohio, headed by Marta 
Liscynesky, to provide individual first 
aid kits and other medical equipment 
to Ukrainian first responders, defend-
ers, and civilians. And Cleveland-based 
KOACORE has delivered 17,000 indi-
vidual first aid kits to the frontlines. 
With this donation, Ukrainian first re-
sponders running into the rubble of 
schools, apartment buildings, and 
homes will be able to save more lives. 

When I was on the Polish-Ukrainian 
border in March, I saw Marta, who set 
up United Ukrainian Organizations of 
Ohio, and also another Ohio friend, 
Andy Futey, who is president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress; and I got to 
see them in action delivering these hu-
manitarian supplies to refugees and 
helping to organize the effort. 

I saw how this affected refugees at 
the border. They came up to us with 
tears in their eyes, almost all women 
and children—the men had been left be-
hind to fight—and they pleaded with us 
to continue the help. They pleaded 
with us to, as they said, ‘‘close the 
skies,’’ to stop these bombs—just con-
stant bombardment of their families. 
They talked about how their homes 
had been destroyed, how members of 
their families had been killed or 
maimed, how the unspeakable crimes 
being committed by these Russian sol-
diers were something that many of 
these families had endured. 

We didn’t have all the answers. We 
haven’t closed the skies. But we did 
say, ‘‘The American people are with 
you,’’ and talked about some of these 
incredibly generous Americans who 
have stepped forward. 

As the Russian forces intentionally 
target these Ukrainian civilians to 
spread fear and panic, this display of 
generosity from the people of Ohio and 
the people of every State represented 
here in this body reassures these 
Ukrainians that we have their back, 
that America—not just our American 
Government but America, the people of 
America—care. I am proud of that. I 
am proud of how people have given 
their time and resources to help those 
in need. 

In Cincinnati, my hometown, we or-
ganized a fundraiser last week for what 
is called World Central Kitchen and the 
good work that they are doing all 
throughout Ukraine and in the border 
areas. This fundraiser went to support 
World Central Kitchen’s work and the 
Kharkiv sister city efforts. Cincinnati 
and Kharkiv are sister cities. I was in-
volved in that group a few decades ago, 
and I remember that, at the time, we 
were so proud to be a sister city to 
Kharkiv because it resembled Cin-

cinnati in many ways—a beautiful city 
with a river running through it, like 
the Ohio River runs through Cin-
cinnati. 

Today, Kharkiv has been nearly flat-
tened. It has been nearly totally de-
stroyed. But, as we talked about in this 
map, look at what is happening. They 
are pushing the Russians back from 
Kharkiv. And they will rebuild, and it 
will be beautiful again. 

I saw the good work that World Cen-
tral Kitchen does when I was on the 
Ukrainian-Polish border. Chef Jose An-
dres, here from Washington, DC, and 
his brainchild, World Central Kitchen, 
is doing amazing work. I volunteered 
with a few colleagues, serving food to 
refugees at one of his 60 popup res-
taurants in the border regions. There 
are dozens more in Ukraine itself. 

There is much more to be done to 
help Ukraine get through this, to help 
them defend themselves, to help them 
push back the Russians, to help them 
deal with the humanitarian crisis, to 
help them rebuild, to help them survive 
this brutal Russian onslaught and re-
build their homeland, which they love 
so much. 

And we are inspired to do more, both 
because this is in our national security 
interest—Vladimir Putin’s victory is 
our loss—and because we are inspired 
by the resiliency and fortitude of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces and the 
Ukrainian people. They have truly 
shown the rest of the world what brav-
ery and patriotism is all about. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

REMEMBERING JULIANNE ‘‘JULIE’’ 
BECKETT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
want to honor the life and legacy of 
Julianne ‘‘Julie’’ Beckett of Cedar Rap-
ids, IA. Julie was a mother and pas-
sionate advocate for children and 
youth with special healthcare needs 
and disabilities. I got to know Julie 
very well over the years as the result 
of her daughter, Katie Beckett, and 
Julie’s passionate advocacy on Federal 
policy work such as Katie Beckett 
waivers, Family Opportunity Act, 
Money Follows-the-Person, Family-to- 
Family Health Information Centers, 
Advancing Care for Exceptional Kids 
Act, Accelerating Access to Kids Care 
Act, and more. 

Julie’s daughter, Katie, was born in 
Cedar Rapids, IA, on March 9, 1978. 
Five months after she was born, Katie 
contracted viral encephalitis followed 
by grand mal seizures. The encephalitis 
caused damage to her central nervous 
system and her respiratory system, and 
she was attached to a ventilator. She 
would be almost 2 years old before she 
could breathe on her own. Under Med-
icaid law at the time, Katie could only 
receive care through Medicaid if she re-
mained in the hospital, even though 
she was able to receive care at home. 

Iowa Congressman Tom Tauke heard of 
Katie’s situation and realized that it 
made no sense to keep a child in the 
hospital who could be at home with her 
family. He worked to convince the 
Reagan administration that the system 
should be changed to allow States to 
provide Medicaid to children receiving 
care in their homes. Ultimately, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan took up Katie’s 
cause, intervening so that Katie could 
receive treatment at home and still be 
covered under Medicaid. 

In the 1980s, Julie and Katie were 
able to help change national policy 
that became known as ‘‘Katie Beckett 
waivers’’ and, to date, more than a half 
million disabled children have been 
able to receive care in their homes 
with their families rather than being 
forced into hospitals and institutions. 
Katie passed away on May 18, 2012. 
Since then, Julie continued her advo-
cacy. 

Sadly, last Friday, May 13, 2022, Julie 
passed away. As the result of Julie’s 
advocacy, children like Katie are able 
to live a healthy, happy, and inde-
pendent life. Our Nation has lost a pas-
sionate advocate for children and 
youth with special healthcare needs 
and disabilities. For more than 40 
years, Julie advocated and organized 
the voices of families of children and 
youth with special healthcare needs 
and disabilities. Julie cofounded Fam-
ily Voices, a national family-led orga-
nization of families and friends of chil-
dren and youth with special healthcare 
needs and disabilities. Julie was instru-
mental in passing the Family Oppor-
tunity Act, which established Family- 
to-Family Health Information Centers 
and created options for families with 
children and youth with special 
healthcare needs and disabilities to 
buy into Medicaid while continuing to 
work, among other important provi-
sions. Julie also worked at Child 
Health Specialty Clinics in Iowa for 30 
years and served as a consultant with 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
In 2021, she was honored with the Fam-
ily Voices Legacy Award in recognition 
of her outstanding lifetime contribu-
tions to healthcare policy and services 
that have improved the lives of chil-
dren with special healthcare needs and 
disabilities and their families. Julie 
positively impacted the lives of chil-
dren and youth with special healthcare 
needs and disabilities and their fami-
lies. 

While Julie would often say she was 
‘‘Katie Beckett’s mom,’’ we also knew 
her as a passionate advocate and serv-
ant leader. Julie’s lifelong pursuit to 
improve the lives of children and youth 
with special healthcare needs and dis-
abilities made an impact for the better 
for her community, State, and Nation. 
Godspeed, my friend. 
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THE TUSKEGEE AIRMAN LIEUTEN-

ANT COLONEL ROBERT J. 
FRIEND MEMORIAL POST OFFICE 
BUILDING AND THE ARTURO L. 
IBLETO POST OFFICE BUILDING 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 

I rise today to support legislation that 
would rename local post offices in Cali-
fornia to honor the life and legacy of 
two Californians. 

The first bill, led by Congresswoman 
KATIE PORTER, would designate the 
Northwood Post Office in Irvine, CA, as 
the ‘‘Tuskegee Airman Lieutenant 
Colonel Robert J. Friend Memorial 
Post Office Building.’’ 

Lieutenant Colonel Friend was 
among the 355 pilots who served in the 
all African-American unit known as 
the Tuskegee Airmen during World 
War II. During his military career, 
Lieutenant Colonel Friend fought in 
142 combat missions and served as an 
operations officer for both the 301st 
Squadron and the 332nd Fighter Group. 
He received various military awards, 
such as the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Presidential Unit Citation, and Air 
Medal. In 2007, he was awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, along with the 
rest of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

After retiring from military service, 
Lieutenant Colonel Friend worked on 
the development of missile systems 
and space station components in 
Irvine, CA. He continued to participate 
in speaking and educational engage-
ments about his experience with the 
Tuskegee Airmen into his 90s. 

Lieutenant Colonel Friend died in 
2019 in Long Beach, CA, at the age of 
99. He exemplified all that it is to be a 
public servant by devoting his life to 
his country as a member of the 
Tuskegee Airmen and further serving 
his country after his military career 
ended. 

The second bill, led by Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, would designate the 
Cotati Post Office in Cotati, CA, as the 
‘‘Arturo L. Ibleto Post Office Build-
ing.’’ 

Arturo L. Ibleto was an Italian-born 
immigrant and resistance fighter in 
World War II before moving to Sonoma 
County. It was there that he met his 
wife, and they built a successful Italian 
restaurant and catering business. For 
nearly 50 years, Art was an institution 
in the Sonoma County food and wine 
community, where he became known as 
the ‘‘Pasta King.’’ 

Additionally, Art lent considerable 
time and resources to local charitable, 
educational, and civic causes that left 
a lasting mark on the community. He 
continued working full time until his 
passing in 2020 at the age of 94. 

It is an honor for me to be able to 
speak on behalf of these two bills to 
honor notable Californians and cele-
brate our rich history. 

Both of these bills passed the House 
with overwhelming bipartisan support, 
including the support of all 53 Members 
of the California House Delegation as 
cosponsors. Both Senator PADILLA and 
I urge our colleagues to support quick 
passage of these bills. 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
rise today in recognition of Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. This 
annual recognition offers the oppor-
tunity to celebrate the unique impact 
the Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander community has made and con-
tinues to make in the United States. 

On this heritage month, we reflect on 
the incredible achievements of this mi-
nority community and honor the 
unique combination of traditions and 
cultures that create the rich tapestry 
of the Asian American Pacific Islander 
diaspora and experience. We also use 
this time to educate ourselves on the 
nuances of the AAPI identity and bet-
ter understand the challenges this 
community faces. 

In 1977, then-Representative Frank 
Horton of New York introduced a reso-
lution to designate the first 10 days in 
May as AAPI Heritage Week. The 
month of May was appropriate because 
of two key anniversaries that occurred 
in that month. On May 7, 1843, the first 
Japanese immigrants came to the 
United States. 

On May 10, 1869, the first trans-
continental railroad was completed, 
largely due to the backbreaking work 
of Chinese laborers, some of whom lost 
their lives in the construction. 

Congress did not enact Representa-
tive Horton’s initial resolution. The 
following year, however, with the per-
sistent help of then-Representative 
Norman Mineta, Congress enacted a 
new resolution to designate the 7-day 
period beginning on May 4 as Asian 
American Pacific Islander Heritage 
Week. In 1992, Congress authorized the 
entire month of May as AAPI Heritage 
Month, which we now celebrate. 

The presence and influence of the 
AAPI community in the United States 
has been growing steadily since the 
19th century. The 1870 census classified 
approximately 63,000 individuals as 
Asian. By 1960, when the census al-
lowed respondents to select their race, 
that number grew to 980,000. As of 2019, 
there are 22.4 million AAPI individuals 
in America, 475,000 of whom call Mary-
land home. 

It is important to remember that the 
AAPI community is not a homogenous 
group. It is an incredibly diverse com-
munity, made up of a wide array of cul-
tures spanning many countries and ter-
ritories, which includes over 50 
ethnicities, over 100 languages, and 
multiple religions. Each subset draws 
from a unique set of traditions, and we 
cannot assume they have one shared, 
uniform experience. We know that the 
AAPI community makes up about 7 
percent of our total population, and 
this rich and diverse community has an 
outsized impact on every pillar of our 
society. We cannot forget the many 
barriers to success this community has 
overcome to reach such heights, which 
makes this community’s successes all 
the more impressive. 

To understand the profound influence 
the AAPI community has, we need not 

look further than Capitol Hill. This 
year, we mourned the passing of my 
good friend and former colleague, Nor-
man Mineta. A passionate defender of 
justice, talented strategist, and exem-
plary patriot, Representative Mineta 
dedicated his life to service as a mayor, 
Congressman, and Cabinet member. In 
1941, the U.S. Government interned his 
family along with hundreds of thou-
sands of other Japanese Americans. 
Perhaps both in spite of and because of 
that experience, Representative Mineta 
pursued a career as a public servant. 
During his tenure as a legislator, he co-
founded and chaired the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus. 

He led the charge on the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988, which directed the 
Federal Government to issue a formal 
apology to and compensate the sur-
vivors of Japanese internment. He in-
spired generations of Asian Americans 
to get involved in politics. We miss 
him, but his legacy will live on for 
years to come. 

As chairman of the Senate Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship Com-
mittee, I am in awe of the resilience 
and determination we have seen from 
AAPI small business owners over the 
past 2 years. In Maryland alone, there 
are 13,375 AAPI-owned businesses, 
many of which include restaurants and 
eateries. In fact, if you use cuisine pre-
dominance as a barometer of cultural 
impact, the Asian American influence 
is unparalleled. 

In 2021, the New York Times pub-
lished a list of the 50 most exciting res-
taurants in the United States. Seven-
teen of the top 50 restaurants, or 34 
percent, incorporate AAPI food or have 
an AAPI head chef, more than any 
other foreign cuisine. Through food, 
AAPI culture has become inextricably 
linked to the American identity. In my 
home city of Baltimore, a group of vol-
unteers known as the China Collective 
organizes a pop-up market named the 
Charm City Market. I have watched as 
the event has grown in both attendance 
and footprint over the years, cele-
brating the AAPI community’s diverse 
food and entrepreneurship landscape. 
Each year, I look forward to the mar-
ket’s ever-growing celebration and em-
powerment of AAPI small business 
owners and entrepreneurs. 

Asian American Pacific Islanders 
also played a massive role in our 
COVID–19 response, oftentimes finding 
themselves on the front lines as essen-
tial workers. Despite facing racial bias 
and prejudice largely attributed to 
Donald Trump’s deliberately inflam-
matory use of the term ‘‘China Virus,’’ 
the AAPI community remained a 
steadfast lifeline for Americans in 
need. At Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore, Erika Rono, an emergency 
room nurse who came to the U.S. from 
the Philippines in 2014, continues to 
work every day through the harrowing 
realities of a hospital overrun by 
COVID–19 patients. Over the past 2 
years, she has toiled day and night, 
putting her own life at risk, to save 
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Baltimoreans. We cannot thank her 
and her colleagues enough for their 
bravery. 

Despite the vital role the AAPI com-
munity plays in the U.S., they still en-
dure racism and discrimination. I am 
broken-hearted to see an unprece-
dented increase in hate crimes against 
the AAPI community in recent years. 
According to a study by the Center for 
the Study of Hate and Extremism at 
California State University in San 
Bernardino, there was a 44-percent in-
crease in anti-Asian American hate 
crimes across 16 of the largest cities in 
the United States. In 2021, 81 percent of 
Asian Americans who participated in a 
report by Pew Research stated that vi-
olence against them was increasing. 

One in 4 AAPI small business owners 
has experienced vandalism or threats 
to their business at least once between 
2020 and 2021, and one in five Asian 
Americans worries daily about poten-
tial racial threats and attacks. On top 
of this fear of retaliation, there is also 
concern in the community, as with ev-
eryone else, about contracting the 
virus. 

We must continue to do all that we 
can to preserve, protect, and support 
the AAPI community. Last year, Con-
gress enacted and President Biden 
signed into law S. 937, the ‘‘COVID–19 
Hate Crimes Act,’’ which formally con-
demns anti-Asian violence and creates 
pathways for the expedited reporting 
and prosecution of such abhorrent 
events at the Federal, State, and local 
levels. There is no place for hate in our 
society. 

Today, as I think about my late, 
great colleague Norm Mineta and all 
the Asian Americans who make Amer-
ica what it is today, I re-emphasize my 
gratitude for the AAPI community and 
reaffirm my commitment to elimi-
nating systemic barriers to its success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHELE MACKIN 
Mr. REED. Madam President, today I 

wish to recognize the dedicated public 
service of Michele Mackin, who retired 
on April 30 as managing director for 
contracting and national security ac-
quisitions with the Government Ac-
countability Office. 

For 34 years, Michele has helped Con-
gress analyze the Federal Govern-
ment’s largest acquisition programs, 
from the Air Force’s C–17 and C–130 air-
craft to the Navy’s Littoral Combat 
Ship, Ford-class aircraft carrier, and 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, along 
with scores of other systems and re-
lated services that the Departments of 
Defense and Homeland Security have 
procured to make our Nation safe. 

She has also been a leading voice on 
Federal contracting issues and a vigi-
lant watchdog who consistently 
brought important issues related to the 
improper use of contracts to light. In 
so doing, Michele has obtained the re-
spect of the Members of this body and 
the deep affection of her colleagues, 
who for decades have been drawn to her 
fine example of public service. 

Michele has been a trusted voice on 
this Nation’s shipbuilding programs, 
and Congress has relied greatly on her 
clear analysis and recommendations to 
guide us in our oversight role. Since 
first becoming a member of the Senior 
Executive Service in 2013, Michele has 
testified before Congress 11 times for a 
variety of committees—voicing con-
cern on the Littoral Combat Ship pro-
gram, raising questions about the 
Navy’s acquisition strategy for the 
Constellation-class guided-missile frig-
ate, highlighting risks in the Coast 
Guard’s Deepwater program, and advo-
cating for contracting and acquisition 
reforms at the Departments of Navy, 
Homeland Security, and Veterans Af-
fairs. 

Michele epitomizes what Congress 
and the American public value about 
the Government Accountability Office: 
the honest broker. In embracing the 
idea that oversight of programs and 
contracts represents a sacred trust, 
Michele has been a tireless, effective 
advocate for both the American tax-
payer and the men and women serving 
the government’s many and varied mis-
sions. She has inspired her teams with 
the notion of stewardship that the 
American people should get what they 
have paid for, that government should 
operate fairly and transparently, and 
American warfighters should get the 
capabilities they need to defend this 
great Nation. 

We wish Michele a fond farewell and 
thank her for her distinguished service 
to Congress and the American public. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DR. ETHELDRA 
‘‘THEL’’ SAMPSON DAVIS 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I rise today to bring the Senate’s at-
tention to the life and legacy of an 
Alaskan trailblazer, a woman of enor-
mous heart and energy whose dedica-
tion to the young people of Anchorage, 
AK, was deep and made a positive dif-
ference. 

Etheldra ‘‘Thel’’ Sampson Davis was 
born in Arkansas in 1931, one of eight 
children. After her family moved to 
California while she was a child, she 
graduated from LA City College with 
an associate of arts degree in 1951 and 
subsequently earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in education from the University 
of California, Los Angeles. She prac-
ticed her profession in the Watts neigh-
borhood of Los Angeles for 8 years. 

In 1957, Thel visited her adventurous 
older brothers in Anchorage, AK, and 
fell in love with the State. After be-
coming certified to teach in Alaska, 
she became the first African-American 
on-contract teacher in the Anchorage 
School District in 1959. As a teacher, 
she contributed to the future of the 
Anchorage community at five Anchor-
age elementary schools: Willow Crest, 
Airport Heights, Government Hill, 
Mountain View, and Denali. And in 

1965, she earned her master’s in edu-
cation degree from the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 

In 1967, she became the assistant 
principal at Willow Crest Elementary 
School. And in 1969—the same year in 
which she married Joseph Davis—she 
applied for and was hired to fill the po-
sition of principal at Fairview Elemen-
tary School. This was yet another 
trailblazing moment for Thel, as she 
was the first African-American prin-
cipal in Anchorage. She later became 
principal at the new Ptarmigan Ele-
mentary and later the John F. Kennedy 
Elementary School on Fort Richardson 
near Anchorage. Always seeking addi-
tional knowledge and skill, Thel 
achieved yet another goal by earning 
her doctorate in education from Cali-
fornia’s Newport University in 1975. 

Thel taught and provided leadership 
for Anchorage area students and her 
fellow educators for 21 years until her 
retirement in 1980. A former super-
intendent of the Anchorage School Dis-
trict has said of Thel’s service, 
‘‘Etheldra had a true passion and belief 
that ALL students can succeed if given 
a rigorous academic program coupled 
with love and concern.’’ The Anchorage 
School Board, in reviewing the pro-
posal to rename Fairview Elementary 
School in her honor, noted that her 
‘‘passion and commitment to the stu-
dents entrusted to her care is leg-
endary.’’ No better tribute can ever be 
said of an educator. 

But throughout her career, Thel was 
not only a busy teacher and principal. 
In addition to her school-based con-
tributions to the Anchorage commu-
nity, Thel was an active member in a 
variety of community and national or-
ganizations, including the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority and National Education 
Association. She also helped to estab-
lish several youth mentoring organiza-
tions, including the NAACP Youth 
Council and the United League of Girls. 
As a member of the Black Educators 
Taskforce, she helped to recruit and 
mentor African-American teachers and 
administrators for Anchorage’s 
schools. 

After her retirement, Thel continued 
to contribute through her role as a 
crime prevention specialist. Her work 
in that area resulted in the creation of 
the Neighborhood Watch program in 
Anchorage and the Alaska Coalition to 
Prevent Shoplifting. 

Thel continues to lift students up. 
Her lifelong dream came true with the 
creation of the Dr. Etheldra S. Davis 
Scholarship in 2019, which is dedicated 
to helping young people continue their 
education through whatever path is 
best for them, be it through the trades 
and apprenticeship or college. 

Thel ‘‘gained her heavenly wings’’ at 
the age of 85 on November 25, 2020, due 
to complications from COVID–19. 

In recognition of the many contribu-
tions Dr. Davis made to Anchorage’s 
youth and the community at large over 
her many years of service, the Anchor-
age School Board recently voted to re-
name the first school in which she 
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served as principal in her honor. Hence-
forth, this school will be known as Dr. 
Etheldra Davis Fairview Elementary 
School. It has been said that seeing 
Thel’s name above the school doorway 
will ‘‘serve as a beacon for generations 
of children to come in our neighbor-
hood to show them, in a very diverse 
neighborhood, what they can accom-
plish if they apply themselves and they 
work hard.’’ 

I think we all understand how impor-
tant it is for children to see adults who 
look like them and who share cultural 
history and perspectives as leaders in 
their lives. I can only imagine how 
powerful it must have been for Anchor-
age’s African-American students to see 
an African-American teacher and prin-
cipal serving them and their school, es-
pecially during the culturally fraught 
era of the 1950s and 1960s. I know that 
the children who attend Dr. Etheldra 
Davis Fairview Elementary School will 
continue to be inspired by her example 
for many years to come. 

I am proud to have known Thel and 
am proud today to come to the floor of 
the U.S. Senate to honor her and her 
many contributions to the community 
of Anchorage, AK, and, indeed, the en-
tire State and Nation.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING MARK SWEENEY 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I 
would like to share a few words today 
to honor an outstanding leader and 
friend of mine who recently passed 
away. 

Mark Sweeney was a State senator 
for Montana’s 39th District and a can-
didate for the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. Mark was the face of public 
service in Montana, with an unyielding 
commitment to make our State better 
for all of our kids and grandkids. 

Born in Butte, raised in Miles City, 
and a longtime resident of Anaconda, 
Mark was a Montanan through and 
through. Mark worked for Montana 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks for 32 years 
until he retired as a fisheries manager. 

He started his political career as a 
commissioner in Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
and later successfully ran for a seat in 
Montana’s State Legislature as a rep-
resentative. He was elected to the 
State senate in 2020. 

During his career, Mark was a tire-
less advocate for public lands and pub-
lic access, working with sportsmen and 
women around Montana to protect our 
greatest treasures for future genera-
tions. When Mark talked about run-
ning for office, he focused on how he 
would improve the lives of his fellow 
citizens, and he worked with anyone 
and everyone, regardless of whether 
they agreed or disagreed with him. 

Mark was a fierce advocate for work-
ing families across Montana. He be-
lieved in the power of public education 
to lift folks up and prioritized the cre-
ation of good-paying jobs, especially 
for young people, that would keep 
them living and working in Montana. 

Mark was an effective policy-maker 
who made it a priority to balance con-

servation and responsible development 
in our communities. Mark’s lifelong 
commitment to bettering our State 
and preserving our public lands for gen-
erations wasn’t something he preached; 
it was something he lived every day. 

I want to express my deepest sym-
pathy to Mark’s wife, Sue, his children, 
Shannon and Jordan, stepchildren, 
Carly and Brandi Johnson, and grand-
children, Wes and Brooks, as well as 
the rest of the Sweeney family. Those 
who knew Mark will remember him as 
not only a dedicated public servant, 
but as a family man and a dear friend. 
His friendly demeanor and sense of 
humor will be sorely missed. 

Mark has left a lasting legacy on us 
all, but especially his family and 
friends, his colleagues in the State leg-
islature, and those he represented in 
the State of Montana. He will not be 
forgotten.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and three withdrawals which were re-
ferred to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:32 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5658. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to submit a report on 
the cybersecurity roles and responsibilities 
of the Federal Government, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 6824. An act to authorize the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security Agency of 
the Department of Homeland Security to 
hold an annual cybersecurity competition re-
lating to offensive and defensive cybersecu-
rity disciplines, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6825. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to enhance the funding 
and administration of the Nonprofit Security 
Grant Program of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5658. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to submit a report on 
the cybersecurity roles and responsibilities 
of the Federal Government, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 6824. An act to authorize the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security Agency of 
the Department of Homeland Security to 
hold an annual cybersecurity competition re-
lating to offensive and defensive cybersecu-
rity disciplines, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 6825. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to enhance the funding 
and administration of the Nonprofit Security 
Grant Program of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4139. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hydrolyzed Vege-
table Proteins from Soy; Exemption from 
the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 
9556–01–OCSPP) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 5, 2022; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–4140. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Cell Walls of Sac-
charomyces cerevisiae; Tolerance Exemp-
tion’’ (FRL No. 9761–01–OCSPP) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 5, 2022; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4141. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trans-anethole; 
Tolerance Exemption’’ (FRL No. 9763–01– 
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 5, 2022; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–4142. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of an officer 
authorized to wear the insignia of the grade 
of lieutenant general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4143. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of three (3) of-
ficers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4144. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to the 
actions of the Government of Syria that was 
declared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 
2004; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4145. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to 
Yemen that was declared in Executive Order 
13611 of May 16, 2012; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4146. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
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the national emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–4147. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to the 
Central African Republic that was declared 
in Executive Order 13667 of May 12, 2014; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4148. A communication from the Senior 
Congressional Liaison, Legislative Affairs, 
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘2021 Fair Lending Report’’; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–4149. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, fifteen (15) re-
ports relative to vacancies in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 9, 2022; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4150. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Definitions for General Serv-
ice Lamps’’ (RIN1904–AF22) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
11, 2022; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–4151. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Efficiency 
Standards for the Design and Construction of 
New Federal Low-Rise Residential Buildings 
Baseline Standards Update’’ (RIN1904–AD56) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 11, 2022; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4152. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Test Procedure for Microwave 
Ovens’’ (RIN1904–AE01) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on May 11, 
2022; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4153. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Baseline Energy 
Efficiency Standards Update for New Federal 
Commercial and Multi-Family High-Rise 
Residential Buildings’’ (RIN1904–AE44) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 11, 2022; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4154. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Energy Conservation Stand-
ards for General Service Lamps’’ (RIN1904– 
AF09) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 11, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4155. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rescission of Clean 
Data Determination and Call for Attainment 
Plan Revision for the Yuma, AZ 1987 PM10 

Moderate Nonattainmnet Area’’ (FRL No. 
8724–02–R9) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on May 13, 2022; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4156. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; Partial Approval and Partial Dis-
approval for Infrastructure SIP Require-
ments for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS; Correc-
tion’’ (FRL No. 8999–03–R5) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 13, 2022; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–4157. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Colorado; Denver Metro/North Front Range 
Nonattainmnet Area; Nonattainmnet NSR 
Permit Program Certification for the 2015 8- 
Hour Ozone Standard’’ (FRL No. 9164–02–R8) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 13, 2022; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–4158. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Pennsylvania; Revision of the Maximum Al-
lowable Sulfur Content Limit for Number 2 
and Lighter Commercial Fuel Oil in Alle-
gheny County’’ (FRL No. 9224–02–R3) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 13, 
2022; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4159. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
OR; Air Contaminant Discharge Permit Fee 
Revision’’ (FRL No. 9402–02–R10) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 13, 
2022; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4160. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Condi-
tional Approval; Colorado; Revisions to Reg-
ulation Number 7 and Oil and Natural Gas 
RACT Requirements for 2008 8-Hour Ozone 
Standard for the Denver Metro/North Front 
Range Nonattainmnet Area’’ (FRL No. 9541– 
02–R8) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 13, 2022; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4161. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval of Clean 
Air Act Operating Permit Program Revi-
sions; Negative Declaration of Existing Hos-
pital/Medical/Infectious Waste Incinerators 
and Administrative Updates; South Dakota’’ 
(FRL No. 9829–02–R8) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 13, 2022; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4162. A communication from the Vice 
President, Federal Affairs, Tennessee Valley 
Authority, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Authority’s Statistical Summary for fis-
cal year 2022; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4163. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mandestrobin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 9745–01–OCSPP) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 13, 2022; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4164. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Streptomyces sp. 
strain SYM00257; Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 9783–01– 
OCSPP) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 13, 2022; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4165. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Complex Polymeric 
Polyhydroxy Acid (CPPA); Exemption from 
the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 
9800–01–OCSPP) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 13, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–4166. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative 
Affairs), transmitting additional legislative 
proposals relative to the ‘‘National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023’’; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4167. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Housing and Federal Hous-
ing Commissioner, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 16, 
2022; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4168. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 16, 2022; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. CANTWELL, from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: 

Report to accompany S. 735, a bill to 
amend the Scientific and Advanced-Tech-
nology Act of 1992 to further support ad-
vanced technological manufacturing, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 117–108). 

Report to accompany S. 3309, a bill to re-
quire SelectUSA to coordinate with State- 
level economic development organizations to 
increase foreign direct investment in semi-
conductor-related manufacturing and pro-
duction (Rept. No. 117–109). 

By Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment: 

S. 3846. A bill to reauthorize the Justice 
and Mental Health Collaboration Program, 
and for other purposes. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MARSHALL, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH): 

S. 4228. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to immediately resume oil and 
gas lease sales, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MARSHALL, 
Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 4229. A bill to empower States to man-
age the development and production of oil 
and gas on available Federal land, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. PADILLA, 
and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 4230. A bill to establish the Strength in 
Diversity Program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
KELLY, and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 4231. A bill to support water infrastruc-
ture in Reclamation States, and other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. KELLY: 
S. 4232. A bill to address the recovery of 

certain costs with respect to certain Rec-
lamation facilities in the Colorado River 
Basin, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BARRASSO: 
S. 4233. A to bill amend the Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act to provide for crit-
ical maintenance and repair of certain Bu-
reau of Reclamation reserved or transferred 
works, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr. 
BOOZMAN): 

S. 4234. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to make improvements 
to the redistribution of residency slots under 
the Medicare program after a hospital closes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. COONS): 

S. 4235. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to fix a technical error in the 
definitions; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
LUJÁN): 

S. 4236. A bill to provide for a national 
water data framework, to provide for the 
water security of the Rio Grande Basin, to 
reauthorize irrigation infrastructure grants, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 4237. A bill to establish and maintain a 
coordinated program within the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
that improves wildfire, fire weather, fire 
risk, and smoke related forecasting, detec-
tion, modeling, observations, and service de-
livery, and to address growing needs in the 
wildland-urban interface, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 4238. A bill to prevent gun trafficking; to 

the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. LUJÁN, and Ms. ROSEN): 

S. Res. 637. A resolution expressing support 
for viewing women’s health as a critical 
issue for the economy and workforce of the 
United States and for advancing the health 
and well-being of all people; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. JOHN-
SON): 

S. Res. 638. A resolution commending the 
Government and people of the Republic of 
Moldova for their heroic efforts to support 
Ukrainian refugees fleeing President Putin’s 
illegal war against Ukraine; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Ms. ERNST): 

S. Res. 639. A resolution congratulating 
Ames Laboratory on 75 years of outstanding 
service; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. Res. 640. A resolution expressing support 
to increase the growing number of Latino 
students and young professionals entering 
careers in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) fields; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
PADILLA, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. Res. 641. A resolution designating the 
week of May 15 through May 21, 2022, as ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CASEY, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 642. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of May 17, 2022, as ‘‘DIPG 
Pediatric Brain Cancer Awareness Day’’ to 
raise awareness of, and encourage research 
on, diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma tumors 
and pediatric cancers in general; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. RISCH): 

S. Con. Res. 40. A concurrent resolution 
welcoming the Prime Minister of Greece to 
the United States for an address to a joint 
meeting of Congress; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 1187 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1187, a bill to amend the 
Tariff Act of 1930 to improve the ad-
ministration of antidumping and coun-
tervailing duty laws, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1548 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1548, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to improve 
the diversity of participants in re-

search on Alzheimer’s disease, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2050 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2050, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to remove si-
lencers from the definition of firearms, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2169 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the names of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator 
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2169, a bill to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to 
protect more victims of domestic vio-
lence by preventing their abusers from 
possessing or receiving firearms, to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to establish a 
grant program relating to the removal 
of firearms from adjudicated domestic 
violence offenders, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2434 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2434, a bill to provide tax incentives 
that support local newspapers and 
other local media, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2513 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the name of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2513, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the ap-
plication and review process of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for cloth-
ing allowance claims submitted by vet-
erans, and for other purposes. 

S. 2607 

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2607, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the former hostages of 
the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979–1981, 
highlighting their resilience through-
out the unprecedented ordeal that they 
lived through and the national unity it 
produced, marking 4 decades since 
their 444 days in captivity, and recog-
nizing their sacrifice to the United 
States. 

S. 2736 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the 
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2736, a bill to 
exclude vehicles to be used solely for 
competition from certain provisions of 
the Clean Air Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2981 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2981, a bill to amend the 
National Housing Act to establish a 
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mortgage insurance program for first 
responders, and for other purposes. 

S. 3018 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3018, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to establish requirements with respect 
to the use of prior authorization under 
Medicare Advantage plans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3335 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3335, a bill to provide li-
ability protection for the sharing of in-
formation regarding suspected fraudu-
lent, abusive, or unlawful robocalls, il-
legally spoofed calls, and other illegal 
calls by or with the registered consor-
tium that conducts private-led efforts 
to trace back the origin of suspected 
unlawful robocalls, and for the receipt 
of such information by the registered 
consortium, and for other purposes. 

S. 3789 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3789, a bill to amend the Native 
American Tourism and Improving Vis-
itor Experience Act to authorize grants 
to Indian tribes, tribal organizations, 
and Native Hawaiian organizations, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3889 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 3889, a bill to reform 
the labor laws of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 4007 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from 
Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4007, a bill to require the 
Attorney General to propose a program 
for making treatment for post-trau-
matic stress disorder and acute stress 
disorder available to public safety offi-
cers, and for other purposes. 

S. 4105 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mr. WARNOCK) and the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4105, a bill to 
treat certain liquidations of new motor 
vehicle inventory as qualified liquida-
tions of LIFO inventory for purposes of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

S. 4226 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4226, a bill to designate 
baby formula as a scarce and critical 
material under the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 38 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 38, a concurrent res-
olution declaring a state of emergency 
due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
in order to establish a waiver of the 
minimum tonnage requirements of sec-
tion 55305 of title 46, United States 
Code. 

S. CON. RES. 39 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 39, a concurrent resolu-
tion honoring the 1,000,000 individuals 
who have died from COVID–19 in the 
United States. 

S. RES. 529 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Res. 529, a resolution sup-
porting a democratic, pluralistic, and 
prosperous Bosnia and Herzegovina on 
the 30th Anniversary of its declaration 
of independence. 

S. RES. 632 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 632, a resolution calling for 
the immediate release of Russian oppo-
sition leader Vladimir Kara-Murza, 
who was unjustly detained on April 11, 
2022. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. KELLY, and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 4231. A bill to support water infra-
structure in Reclamation States, and 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak about the STREAM 
Act (Support to Rehydrate the Envi-
ronment, Agriculture and Municipali-
ties Act), which I am introducing today 
alongside my cosponsors Senators 
MARK KELLY and KYRSTEN SINEMA. 
This is a bill intended to address the 
massive drought affecting much of the 
Western United States. 

As the past 2 years demonstrate all 
too painfully, drought exacerbated by 
climate change—increasingly severe 
and prolonged drought—is a stark re-
ality for California and the West. 

This has resulted in shortages of 
water for agriculture, for irrigation, 
and increasingly threatens residential 
and business uses. The drought has 
threatened endangered species and re-
sults in a drying of the ground and 
plantlife that makes wildfire an even 
greater threat. 

If we don’t take action now, it is only 
going to get worse. Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory scientists project 
that climate change will cause a 54- 
percent drop in the Sierras’ snowpack 
within the next 20 to 40 years and a 79- 

percent drop by the end of the century. 
This change alone could be devastating 
for California, because we absolutely 
depend on this snowpack. The Sierra 
snowpack provides 30 percent of our 
water supply and is our biggest res-
ervoir. 

For these reasons and others we need 
an ‘‘all of the above’’ water strategy, 
including No. 1, increased water sup-
ply; No. 2, incentivizing projects that 
build in environmental benefits and 
drinking water for disadvantaged com-
munities, and No. 3, investing in sepa-
rate environmental restoration efforts. 

The bill I am introducing today helps 
meet this challenge in four funda-
mental ways: 

No. 1, it authorizes significant water 
supply funding that, in combination 
with the bipartisan infrastructure law, 
would provide California with 1.04 mil-
lion additional acre-feet of water per 
year on average, enough water for over 
6 million people; 

No. 2, it provides additional financial 
incentives for water supply projects 
that include environmental benefits 
and drinking water for disadvantaged 
communities; 

No. 3, it reforms the Congressional 
review process to more quickly approve 
water supply projects, and a new loan 
program combined with grants to more 
cost-effectively fund new non-Federal 
water supply projects; and 

No. 4, it significantly invests not 
only in water supply projects but also 
in environmental restoration to help 
imperiled species adapt to climate 
change as well. 

To demonstrate why this bill is so 
desperately needed, let me illustrate 
the extent and damage caused by the 
current drought in the West. 

A precursor of the even more pro-
longed dry spells coming with climate 
change, California’s 2020 to 2022 
drought has had severe impacts on 
farms, cities, and the environment. 

In 2021, the drought caused the Cali-
fornia agriculture industry to shrink 
by an estimated 8,745 jobs and incur 
$1.2 billion in direct costs, according to 
a report prepared for the California De-
partment of Food and Agriculture by 
researchers at the University of Cali-
fornia at Merced. In addition, reduced 
water deliveries resulted in 395,000 
acres of cropland left dry and 
unplanted. 

Counting ‘‘spillover effects’’ in the 
broader economy, the U.C. Merced 
analysis found the total impacts were 
more than 14,600 lost jobs, both full 
time and part time, and $1.7 billion in 
gross revenue losses. 

In both 2021 and 2022, homes in sig-
nificant parts of the State have been at 
risk of running dry. Last year, large 
parts of Marin and Sonoma Counties 
and the Mendocino coast came very 
close to losing all water supply. This 
year, much of Los Angeles, Ventura, 
and San Bernardino Counties have been 
placed under emergency orders lim-
iting them to once a week landscape ir-
rigation, with the possibility of a com-
plete irrigation shutoff by fall. 
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In California, one in eight acres 

statewide has burned from wildfires in 
the last decade, with the past 2 years 
being the worst on record. With 95 per-
cent of the State experiencing drought 
as we enter into the traditional wild-
fire season, we are poised for an even 
worse year this year. 

The drought has been devastating to 
the aquatic ecosystem as well as our 
forests. As just one example, the en-
dangered winter-run Chinook salmon 
depend on sufficient cold water re-
leased by Shasta Dam to rear juveniles 
in the Sacramento River. 

With limited water available in 2021, 
NOAA Fisheries models predict that 
approximately 75 percent of the winter 
run chinook salmon’s eggs died from 
elevated water temperatures. This is a 
species with three 1-year age classes, 
and a prolonged drought could threaten 
the survival of the species. 

In order to increase drought resil-
iency in California and other Western 
States, the bill authorizes the fol-
lowing funding over the next 5 years: 
$750 million for surface and ground-
water storage projects, and supporting 
conveyance, including $50 million for 
natural water retention and release 
projects; $300 million for water recy-
cling projects; $150 million for desali-
nation projects; $250 million for envi-
ronmental restoration projects; $100 
million for drinking water for dis-
advantaged communities; and $150 mil-
lion for low-interest loans for water 
supply projects. 

This funding builds on the bipartisan 
infrastructure law’s funding of $1.15 
billion for storage projects, $550 mil-
lion for water recycling projects, and 
$250 million for desalination projects. 

The STREAM Act, in combination 
with the bipartisan infrastructure law, 
would provide California with the Fed-
eral cost-share for approximately 
1,042,000 acre-feet per year of additional 
water supply, or enough water for over 
6 million people. This comes from the 
following: 

Enough funding for California to fi-
nally build three major off-stream 
storage projects providing 370,000 acre- 
feet of water on average each year: 
Sites Reservoir, the Los Vaqueros Ex-
pansion, and the BF Sisk raise. In addi-
tion, the storage funding could provide 
an additional 55,000 acre-feet per year 
from some combination of other small-
er surface and groundwater storage 
projects like the Sacramento Regional 
Groundwater Bank or Del Puerto Can-
yon Reservoir. All of the projects are 
non-Federal projects with a 25 percent 
Federal cost share, with the exception 
of the Federal BF Sisk Raise with a 50 
percent Federal cost-share. 

Enough funding for 532,000 additional 
acre-feet from water recycling 
projects, from the $300 million author-
ized in the bill plus $550 million in the 
bipartisan infrastructure legislation, 
with a 25 percent Federal cost-share for 
projects. 

Enough funding for approximately 
85,000 additional acre-feet from the $150 

million authorized in the bill for de-
salination projects, plus $250 million in 
the bipartisan infrastructure legisla-
tion, with a 25 percent Federal cost- 
share for projects. 

While virtually everyone supports 
water recycling projects, surface and 
groundwater storage projects are some-
times more controversial. I want to 
point out a report just released today 
by the widely respected Public Policy 
Institute of California, PPIC, which re-
lates to the benefits of additional sur-
face and groundwater storage as Cali-
fornia’s climate is changing. 

Many climate forecasters emphasize 
that as climate change intensifies, 
California will get more of its precipi-
tation in a few large to extraordinarily 
large storms fueled by atmospheric riv-
ers, and more of the precipitation will 
fall as rain rather than snow. In be-
tween the bursts of atmospheric rivers, 
there will be longer and more intense 
droughts. We have definitely seen a 
preview of this pattern this year. 

PPIC has studied these projections 
and estimated that there is substantial 
water in wet years that is not needed 
to maintain healthy Delta outflows but 
currently cannot be captured because 
California lacks the infrastructure to 
store for future dry periods. PPIC sug-
gests that given this reality, cost-effec-
tive storage projects in appropriate lo-
cations could help improve California’s 
drought resiliency. 

PPIC also argues that these storage 
projects should be managed for envi-
ronmental flow benefits as well as 
water supply benefits. This bill would 
help with that because Federal funding 
for Sites Reservoir would help provide 
cold water for salmon, and Federal 
funding for the expansion of Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir would provide 
needed water for wildlife refuges. Re-
garding cold water reserves for salmon 
in particular, these reserves will be 
critical to prevent salmon runs from 
being wiped out during the potential 
fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh years of 
devastating droughts. 

The bill’s funding authorizations 
apply not just to California but 
throughout the 17 Western States 
where the Bureau of Reclamation has a 
presence. Many of these States have re-
cently benefited from the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s storage, water recy-
cling, and desalination programs and/or 
have projects currently seeking fund-
ing from these programs, including Ar-
izona, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, 
Texas, Utah, Nevada, and New Mexico. 
I believe the Federal funding assist-
ance authorized by this bill will be par-
ticularly important for all seven Colo-
rado River basin States as the States 
negotiate the next painful round of 
water supply cuts from the Colorado 
River between now and 2026 in order to 
meet the challenge of an increasingly 
dry Colorado River basin. 

In Arizona, the STREAM Act would 
significantly advance the Salt River 
Project’s proposal to raise Bartlett 
Dam on the Verde River to counteract 

the loss of approximately one-third of 
the nearby Horseshoe Dam’s capacity 
from accumulating sediment. The 
Bartlett Dam raise would provide an 
additional 60,000 to 115,000 acre-feet per 
year or enough water for 360,000 to 
690,000 people. 

The bill uses financial incentives to 
encourage storage and conveyance 
projects to include environmental ben-
efits and other public benefits such as 
drinking water for disadvantaged com-
munities. This is important to ensure 
that the environment and disadvan-
taged communities are included in our 
drought resilience strategies. 

The bill authorizes low-interest loans 
for sponsors of storage and conveyance 
projects if those projects solely provide 
irrigation and general municipal and 
industrial water supply benefits. 

In contrast, the bill authorizes 
grants for storage and conveyance 
projects that include environmental 
benefits, drinking water benefits for 
disadvantaged communities, or other 
public benefits either as part of the 
project design or as part of a watershed 
restoration plan adopted together with 
the project. 

This access to grants gives project 
sponsors a strong financial incentive to 
design environmental and disadvan-
taged community benefits into their 
projects. This approach builds on the 
experience of the Proposition 1 water 
bond California’s voters passed by a 2- 
to-1 margin in 2014, which also 
incentivizes projects with environ-
mental and other public benefits. 

If storage and conveyance projects 
take these steps, they can get Federal 
grants both directly for the public ben-
efits and for an equal value investment 
in the water supply component of the 
project. Thus, the Federal Government 
will provide $50 million for the general 
water supply benefits of a project if the 
project also has $50 million in fish and 
wildlife or water quality benefits ei-
ther directly from the project or from 
an associated watershed restoration 
plan. 

The bill not only increases funding 
for drought resiliency projects, it expe-
dites their approvals and assists them 
more cost-effectively, stretching tax-
payer dollars further. 

The traditional Bureau of Reclama-
tion model for approving and funding 
new water supply projects has involved 
the following: 

No. 1, reclamation studies new 
projects in detail, which can take a 
decade or more for major projects; 

No. 2, once Reclamation’s studies are 
complete, Congress authorizes projects 
individually, which can take another 3– 
5 years or longer in many cases; and 

No. 3, the design and construction 
can take a decade or longer. 

One can quickly see that this model 
can end up taking decades to construct 
significant new water supply projects. 
This is especially the case given the 
limitations of Federal budgets and the 
increasing cost of major protein recent 
years. Given the tremendous challenge 
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posed by climate change to western 
water supply, we need a nimbler and 
more responsive model. 

Mike Connor, the Deputy Secretary 
of the Interior during the Obama Ad-
ministration and currently Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, 
testified in support of a new model dur-
ing an October 8, 2015, hearing before 
the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. Deputy Secretary 
Connor stated: 

The traditional Reclamation business 
model, in which feasibility studies, con-
sistent with the 1983 Principles and Guide-
lines for Water and Related Resources Devel-
opment, are first authorized, funded, and 
submitted to Congress, and then construc-
tion is authorized and funded, does not al-
ways address the needs of project sponsors at 
the state and local levels. Moreover, given 
budget limitations and the availability of 
other available financing mechanisms, the 
historic federal role in financing water stor-
age projects through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion must be revisited with a greater empha-
sis on non-federal financing. 

In response to the concerns articu-
lated by then-Deputy Secretary Connor 
and others, the bill we are introducing 
today, building on the 2016 Water Infra-
structure Improvements for the Nation 
Act, makes five significant changes to 
the traditional reclamation model. 
These changes expedite project approv-
als and make more cost-effective use of 
available federal funding. 

No. 1, Congressional authorization no 
longer required for non-Federal 
projects. 

First, the bill eliminates the need for 
Congress to authorize individual water 
recycling and desalination projects and 
non-Federal storage projects with a 
Federal investment of less than $250 
million. It can take 3 to 5 years or 
longer for projects to get legislatively 
approved. In fact, zero new water recy-
cling projects were authorized from 
2009 to 2017 despite dozens of meri-
torious projects with approved feasi-
bility studies. 

Federal storage projects, which are 
often more controversial, continue to 
require congressional authorization, as 
do non-Federal storage projects with a 
greater than $250 million Federal in-
vestment. The bill shortens the 
timeline for congressional approval of 
these projects through directing Rec-
lamation to follow a process that the 
Army Corps of Engineers uses to notify 
Congress of completed feasibility stud-
ies each year to set up an orderly 
timeline to authorize projects. 

No. 2, non-Federal funding is required 
up front. 

Second, the bill no longer requires 
100 percent Federal funding up front as 
was necessary under the traditional 
Reclamation model. Instead, the bill 
allows a maximum of 50 percent Fed-
eral funding for federally owned 
projects and a maximum of 25 percent 
Federal funding for non-Federal 
projects that are built by States, water 
districts, or Indian Tribes. 

Federal dollars can be stretched fur-
ther by the partnerships with States 

and water districts that will be fos-
tered under the bill. For example, the 
proposed expansion of Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir in California would be funded 
nearly 50 percent by the State of Cali-
fornia, which has already conditionally 
awarded funding, in addition to poten-
tially 20 to 25 percent by the Federal 
Government and the remaining 25 to 30 
percent by water users. 

Multipartner projects like the Los 
Vaqueros expansion frequently have 
multiple benefits. For example, much 
of the State and Federal funding for 
the Los Vaqueros expansion would go 
to augment the water supply of wildlife 
refuges that provide essential water for 
migratory birds on the Pacific flyway. 
These benefits would complement the 
project’s water supply benefits for 
many Bay Area water districts. 

No. 3, the new loan program is cost- 
effective. 

Third, the low-interest loan program 
created by the bill for water supply 
projects is an exceptionally cost-effec-
tive program. This program, known as 
the Reclamation Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation Act, RIFIA, 
would use existing criteria for loans 
under the successful WIFIA Program, 
the Water Infrastructure. Finance and 
Innovation Act. 

The Office of Management and the 
Budget, OMB, has approved loans of 
$2.3 billion for WIFIA in fiscal year 2018 
backed by appropriations of just over 1 
percent of that amount, or $25 million 
in budget authority. OMB was able to 
approve loans backed by just l percent 
of the loan amount because there is a 
virtually non existent default rate for 
water projects. Only 4 in 1,000 water in-
frastructure projects default, based on 
a study conducted by the Fitch credit 
rating agency. 

Given OMB’s experience that Federal 
outlays need only cover l percent of the 
loan cost for water projects, the $125 
million in authorized. Federal spending 
in the draft bill likely could support 
$12.5 billion in water project lending 
authority. 

Federal funding of 1 percent of the 
loan amount will typically return 10 to 
25 percent savings in the repayment 
cost of the loans for the water districts 
funding the projects. The total savings 
can be about 10 percent for AAA-rated 
districts and 20 to 25 percent for AA- 
rated districts. 

For example, the water users who are 
supporting the proposed Sites Res-
ervoir in northern California have esti-
mated that the loans authorized by 
this bill would allow them to pay only 
$512/acre-foot for water delivered by 
the project instead of $682/acre-foot, or 
a 25 percent reduction in their costs. 

Thus, the Federal Government can 
provide a loan at 1 percent of the loan 
amount and save the project sponsors 
10 to 25 percent of the project cost. 
That is an exceptionally cost-effective 
Federal investment. 

There are at least three significant 
reasons that the loans are so beneficial 
for the project sponsors: 

The sponsors pay a substantially 
lower interest rate on their loans than 
they would under the alternative of 
municipal bond financing. 

The districts would not need to start 
loan repayments until 5 years after 
substantial completion of the project, a 
substantial cost saver. 

Loans are for 35 rather than 30 years, 
lowering annual debt service costs. 

Significantly, the loans include all 
the taxpayer protections from the suc-
cessful WIFIA and TIFIA, Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Finance and In-
novation Act, programs. In particular, 
the RIFIA loans would be limited to 49 
percent of the project costs, and the 
Federal loans would have senior status 
in the event of any default. These pro-
visions ensure the taxpayer won’t be 
harmed in any default where the 
project retains at least 50 percent of its 
value, which is extremely likely for 
ratepayer backed water supply 
projects. 

No. 4, Federal grants and loans work 
together. 

Fourth, the combination of low-in-
terest loans and Federal grants of up to 
25 percent of project costs for non-Fed-
eral projects can allow water users to 
make up the difference where the Fed-
eral Government is no longer funding 
l00 percent of project costs up front. 
Many rural communities, and in par-
ticular agricultural communities, are 
not able to pay 100 percent of the cost 
of new water supply projects. 

Under the bill I am introducing 
today, these communities will still 
have to provide a significant cost-share 
for improving their water supplies, and 
new water projects will have to be cost- 
effective enough to justify that invest-
ment. However, the Federal—Govern-
ment can help build the best and most 
effective projects in increasing drought 
resiliency by providing assistance 
through both grants and loans. 

Finally, the longer and more severe 
droughts coming with climate change 
will adversely affect not just farms and 
cities but also the natural environ-
ment. The bill includes provisions to 
improve species’ drought resiliency as 
well. 

The significant funding authorization 
of $250 million for environmental res-
toration can be used to benefit many 
different species, including fish and mi-
gratory birds. Some authorized uses of 
this funding include: improved habitat 
for salmon, Delta smelt and other fish 
species adversely affected by the Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s water projects; 
additional water for wildlife refuges 
hosting migratory birds along the Pa-
cific flyway; improved stream gauges, 
monitoring, and science to better un-
derstand how to restore species and to 
operate Reclamation water projects 
with reduced environmental impacts; 
ensuring that when Sacramento Valley 
rice growers sell their water and idle 
their crops, some water is left behind 
and applied to bare fields in late sum-
mer and early fall to create shallow 
flooded habitat during a critical 
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shorebird migration period; and assist-
ance in implementing water-related 
settlements with State agencies and 
State water quality laws. 

The bill would also authorize $50 mil-
lion of the broader storage funding for 
natural water retention and release 
projects. 

These projects would help restore 
stream and river channels with natural 
materials like wetlands. Like many 
other projects prioritized by the bill, 
these projects could have multiple ben-
efits, including increased groundwater 
recharge, improved flood protection, 
and increased floodplain habitat to 
benefit salmon and other species. I 
look forward to receiving comments on 
ways to prioritize multibenefit projects 
like natural water storage projects as 
we move forward with the bill. 

The bill also authorizes pay-for-per-
formance environmental restoration 
approaches that award grants contin-
gent on the success of the restoration 
effort. These approaches can expedite 
environmental restoration and build 
public/private partnerships to increase 
the number of acres restored. 

In addition, the bill makes clear that 
it must be implemented consistently 
with all Federal environmental laws, 
including the Endangered Species Act, 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act, the Clean Water Act, and all other 
environmental laws. All applicable 
State laws must also be followed. 

California is home to more than 40 
million people, but our major state-
wide water infrastructure hasn’t sig-
nificantly changed in the past 50 years, 
when we had only 16 million people. 

We must modernize the system or we 
risk becoming a desert State. Criti-
cally, this means putting in place in-
frastructure to allow our cities, our 
farmers, and our natural communities 
to withstand the severe droughts that 
we are projected to face as a result of 
climate change. 

I hope my western colleagues will 
join my cosponsors and me on this bill 
because drought is a serious threat for 
all of our States. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 637—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR VIEW-
ING WOMEN’S HEALTH AS A 
CRITICAL ISSUE FOR THE ECON-
OMY AND WORKFORCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND FOR AD-
VANCING THE HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING OF ALL PEOPLE 
Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 

MARKEY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. LUJÁN, 
and Ms. ROSEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 637 

Whereas women constitute 50.8 percent of 
United States citizens and nearly 1⁄2 of the 
workforce in the United States; 

Whereas women control 60 percent of per-
sonal wealth and are responsible for 85 per-
cent of consumer spending and 80 percent of 
health care decisions; 

Whereas, across races, ethnicities, socio-
economic statuses, disability statuses, and 
age groups— 

(1) women experience many diseases and 
disorders differently than men; 

(2) the incidence, prevalence, 
symptomology, and severity of disease may 
differ between men and women; 

(3) women vary in the risks of certain dis-
eases and the benefits of medical therapies; 
and 

(4) for many years, women were underrep-
resented in biomedical and clinical research; 

Whereas longer life spans of women require 
the need for research on the health of older 
women; 

Whereas women and men have funda-
mental biological differences at the cellular 
level; 

Whereas 2⁄3 of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease are women; 

Whereas heart disease is the leading cause 
of death in women, and women are 50 percent 
more likely to die the year following a heart 
attack than men; 

Whereas 80 percent of patients with auto-
immune diseases are women; 

Whereas women have more stroke events 
and are less likely to recover from such 
events than men; 

Whereas there are significant sex and age 
differences between men and women with re-
spect to drug administration and dosage; 

Whereas older women are more prone to 
having multiple medical problems and, as a 
result, may be taking incorrectly prescribed 
medications due to lack of information on 
gender and age differences; 

Whereas, on January 25, 2016, the National 
Institutes of Health implemented a policy 
requiring federally funded investigators to 
consider sex as a biological variable in pre-
clinical research; 

Whereas such policy has improved 
inclusivity in women’s health research, but 
disparities still remain; 

Whereas the 2021 report entitled ‘‘The Case 
to Fund Women’s Health Research: An Eco-
nomic and Societal Impact Analysis’’, pub-
lished by Women’s Health Access Matters 
(commonly known as the ‘‘WHAM Report’’), 
states that in 2019, of the funding provided 
by the National Institutes of Health, 12 per-
cent of the funding for Alzheimer’s research, 
4.5 percent of the funding for coronary artery 
disease research, and 7 percent of the funding 
for rheumatoid arthritis research focused on 
women; 

Whereas this research gap has had eco-
nomic consequences, including— 

(1) pushing women out of the workforce to 
care for their own health or to act as care-
givers; and 

(2) contributing to increased costs of 
health care because of delays in care; 

Whereas the improvement of women’s 
health relies on sex- and gender-based bio-
medical and clinical research; 

Whereas the promise of personalized medi-
cine cannot be realized without sex- and gen-
der-based parity in research; 

Whereas the WHAM Report states that 
small investments in women’s health re-
search will bring larger returns to the econ-
omy and add productive years to the work-
force of the United States; and 

Whereas the WHAM Report shows that 
doubling current funding focused on women 
across Alzheimer’s disease, coronary artery 
disease, and rheumatoid arthritis is a 
$300,000,000 investment that would return 
over $13,000,000,000 to the economy of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) expresses support for viewing women’s 
health as a critical issue for the economy 
and workforce of the United States and for 
advancing the health and well-being of all 
people; and 

(2) supports efforts— 
(A) to increase health research focused on 

women, particularly for diseases that dif-
ferentially and disproportionately affect 
women; 

(B) to double the current share of women’s 
research focused on Alzheimer’s disease (12 
percent), coronary artery disease (4.5 per-
cent), and rheumatoid arthritis (7 percent), 
which the 2021 report entitled ‘‘The Case to 
Fund Women’s Health Research: An Eco-
nomic and Societal Impact Analysis’’, pub-
lished by Women’s Health Access Matters 
shows is a $300,000,000 investment that will 
yield $13,000,000,000 in economic returns; 

(C) to increase awareness of the value of 
sex- and gender-based biomedical research, 
including the benefits to the economy and 
workforce of the United States of accel-
erating health research focused on women; 
and 

(D) to encourage individuals, including re-
searchers, doctors, and patients, to advocate 
for sex- and gender-inclusive research across 
races, ethnicities, socioeconomic statuses, 
disabilities, and age groups. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 638—COM-
MENDING THE GOVERNMENT 
AND PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF MOLDOVA FOR THEIR HEROIC 
EFFORTS TO SUPPORT UKRAIN-
IAN REFUGEES FLEEING PRESI-
DENT PUTIN’S ILLEGAL WAR 
AGAINST UKRAINE 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. JOHNSON) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 638 

Whereas, on February 18, 2022, the United 
States and Moldova marked 30 years of diplo-
matic relations; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, armed 
forces of the Russian Federation began an il-
legal, unjustified, and unprovoked attack on 
Ukraine with missile strikes against densely 
populated urban areas, including Kyiv, the 
capital of Ukraine, and the regional hubs of 
Odesa and Mykolayiv, which lie close to 
Moldova; 

Whereas Moldova is a country of approxi-
mately 2,600,000 people that relies heavily on 
remittances sent to Moldova by the 
Moldovan diaspora; 

Whereas, in 2011, the Government of 
Moldova passed a law entitled ‘‘Law on Inte-
gration of Foreigners in the Republic of 
Moldova’’, which provided refugees and bene-
ficiaries of humanitarian protection access 
to social security, primary and secondary 
education, medical insurance, cultural inte-
gration support, language classes, and em-
ployment counseling; 

Whereas, prior to the most recent invasion 
of Ukraine by President Vladimir Putin, the 
Government of Moldova assessed that the in-
frastructure in Moldova could accommodate 
not more than 15,000 refugees; 

Whereas, only one day after the com-
mencement of the unconscionable attack on 
Ukraine by President Putin, the people of 
Moldova welcomed more than 16,000 refugees; 

Whereas, since 2014, more than 450,000 refu-
gees fleeing the invasion of Ukraine by 
President Putin had entered Moldova and 
more than 100,000 of such refugees chose to 
remain in Moldova; 
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Whereas, by March 7, 2022, 89 percent of 

Ukrainian refugees arriving in Moldova were 
women and children; 

Whereas, by March 9, 2022, an estimated 6 
out of every 100 people in Chisinau, the cap-
ital of Moldova, were refugees; 

Whereas, by April 26, 2022, refugees com-
prised more than 16 percent of the popu-
lation of Moldova; 

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Representative for Cen-
tral Europe Roland Schilling said, ‘‘The atti-
tude of Moldovan authorities is really im-
pressive’’, and noted that ‘‘local commu-
nities came to help refugees, feeding them, 
supporting them’’ at the border; 

Whereas the Government of Moldova has 
created ‘‘green corridors’’ to facilitate the 
crossing of refugees from Ukraine to Roma-
nia and other countries in the European 
Union; 

Whereas, over the past year, the Govern-
ment of Moldova and civil society have em-
barked on meaningful reform of the justice 
system and promoted good governance and 
economic stability in Moldova; 

Whereas, on March 3, 2022, Moldova for-
mally submitted its application to join the 
European Union, signaling a commitment to 
democratic values and the rule of law; 

Whereas, on March 16, 2022, the European 
Union announced that Moldova and Ukraine 
had completed the emergency synchroni-
zation process with the Continental Euro-
pean Grid, operated by the European Net-
work of Transmission System Operators; 

Whereas, as of April 21, 2022, the United 
States has provided more than $25,000,000 to 
support humanitarian operations in 
Moldova; 

Whereas, on April 22, 2022, a senior mili-
tary official of the Russian Federation indi-
cated that the Russian Federation intended 
to conquer southern Ukraine and join that 
territory with Transnistria, a breakaway re-
gion of Moldova; and 

Whereas, in late April and early May 2022, 
reports of unexplained explosions in 
Transnistria elevated concerns that the Rus-
sia Federation could expand its war into 
Moldova: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the people of Moldova for 

their hospitality and extraordinary efforts 
hosting more than 100,000 refugees fleeing 
Ukraine; 

(2) condemns provocation and aggressive 
action by the Russian Federation in the 
Transnistria region of Moldova; 

(3) reaffirms the sovereignty of Moldova 
and supports the choice of the Government 
of Moldova to further integrate with struc-
tures of the European Union; 

(4) calls on the United States Government 
to continue to provide meaningful financial 
and technical support to Moldova; 

(5) calls on international partners to join 
the United States in providing swift and im-
mediate humanitarian aid to Ukrainians in 
Moldova; 

(6) calls on the United States Government 
to continue working with the European Net-
work of Transmission System Operators, the 
Government of Moldova, and the Govern-
ment of Ukraine to complete full synchroni-
zation of the electricity grids of Moldova and 
Ukraine with the Continental European 
Grid; and 

(7) expresses support for the ongoing ef-
forts by the Government of Moldova to re-
form the justice sector, promote good gov-
ernance, and bolster the energy security of 
Moldova. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 639—CON-
GRATULATING AMES LABORA-
TORY ON 75 YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE 

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 639 

Whereas Ames Laboratory was established 
by the Atomic Energy Commission on May 
17, 1947, as a National Laboratory; 

Whereas Ames Laboratory originated as 
the Ames Project at Iowa State College, 
later known as Iowa State University, 
which, under the leadership of Frank 
Spedding and Harley Wilhelm, contributed 
valuable scientific and production assistance 
to the Manhattan Project, including— 

(1) a unique method of purifying uranium 
metal; 

(2) substantial quantities of purified ura-
nium metal to the first human-made self- 
sustaining nuclear chain reaction; and 

(3) 2,000,000 pounds of purified uranium in 
assistance of the war efforts of the United 
States during World War II; 

Whereas Ames Laboratory (as the Ames 
Project at Iowa State College) was recog-
nized on October 12, 1945, for its contribu-
tions to the defense of the United States dur-
ing World War II with the award of the 
Army-Navy ‘‘E’’ flag for Excellence in Pro-
duction, the only educational institution to 
be so honored; 

Whereas the science and technology devel-
opments of Ames Laboratory have contrib-
uted to the advancement of human under-
standing and the benefit of society over 7 1⁄2 
decades, including— 

(1) the discovery, design, and mastery of 
rare earth and other materials that helped 
advance early progress of the Atomic Age; 

(2) globally recognized expertise in the 
properties of rare earth elements and their 
importance in technologies such as data- 
storage, wind power, lighting, and batteries; 

(3) the invention of lead-free solder, which 
removed toxic lead from electronic manufac-
turing processes; 

(4) the understanding of quasicrystals, in-
cluding work by scientist Dan Shechtman, 
winner of the 2011 Nobel Prize in Chemistry; 

(5) national and international leadership in 
critical materials important for United 
States manufacturing; 

(6) the development of analytical equip-
ment to enable the mapping of the human 
genome; 

(7) the development of analytical instru-
mentation that can detect parts per trillion 
of atoms, molecules, and compounds; 

(8) the discovery and development of cata-
lysts leading to cost-effective biofuel produc-
tion; 

(9) the development of metal and alloy 
powder synthesis to accelerate the adoption 
of 3D printing and enable clean energy tech-
nologies; 

(10) the discovery of the first giant 
magnetocaloric material and demonstration 
of magnetic refrigeration; 

(11) the discovery of chemical processes to 
convert plastic waste into valuable re-
sources; and 

(12) ground-breaking advances in the un-
derstanding of superconductors and topo-
logical semimetals; 

Whereas Ames Laboratory is the home of 
the Materials Preparation Center, a research 
facility globally recognized for its unique ca-
pabilities in purification, preparation, and 
characterization of metals, alloys, and single 
crystals; 

Whereas Ames Laboratory is the home of 
the Critical Materials Institute, an Energy 

Innovation Hub that provides the United 
States with vital supply chain expertise in 
rare earth and other critical materials, in-
cluding— 

(1) diversifying supplies of rare earth and 
other critical material resources; 

(2) developing substitutes for high-demand 
materials; and 

(3) driving recycling and reuse; 
Whereas Ames Laboratory is a leader in 

technology transfer, with 257 issued United 
States patents and licensed innovations re-
sulting in worldwide sales of more than 
$3,000,000,000 and returning royalty revenue 
of nearly $78,000,000; and 

Whereas Ames Laboratory has nurtured 
more than 2,500 graduate students in its his-
tory, mentoring the scientific leaders and 
innovators of tomorrow through education 
and outreach programs designed to train and 
inspire young minds for the discoveries of 
the future: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates 
Ames Laboratory for 75 years of outstanding 
service to the Department of Energy, the 
United States, and the world in fulfilling its 
mission as a National Laboratory dedicated 
to discovery and innovation in the chemical 
and materials sciences. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 640—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT TO IN-
CREASE THE GROWING NUMBER 
OF LATINO STUDENTS AND 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ENTER-
ING CAREERS IN SCIENCE, TECH-
NOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS (STEM) FIELDS 

S. RES. 640 

Whereas the Latino population in the 
United States has grown significantly over 
the years on a national basis and Latinos ac-
counted for more than 62,000,000 residents in 
2020; 

Whereas the number of Latinos enrolled at 
an institution of higher education has in-
creased from 2,900,000 in 2010 to 3,600,000 in 
2019; 

Whereas Latinos are responsible for 78 per-
cent of the growth of the labor force of the 
United States since the Great Recession of 
2007 to 2009; 

Whereas the Latino population in the 
United States is growing more rapidly than 
the non-Latino population and has a younger 
median age of 29.5 years, as compared to 40.6 
years among non-Latinos in 2018; 

Whereas the overall number of graduates 
in the fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (in this preamble referred to 
as ‘‘STEM’’) has increased, but Latino work-
ers remain underrepresented in the STEM 
workforce, making up 18 percent of total em-
ployees across all occupations but only 8 per-
cent of all STEM workers; 

Whereas the percentage of Latino workers 
in STEM occupations has only increased by 
1 percent annually since 2016; 

Whereas the attractiveness of STEM career 
paths is evidenced by the fact that the num-
ber of bachelor’s degrees awarded in STEM 
fields increased for all individuals in the 
United States by 62 percent between 2010 and 
2018, in comparison to a 20 percent growth 
for all other degrees; 

Whereas, while surveys indicate that 
Latino students are interested in STEM edu-
cation and aspire to STEM careers at similar 
rates as overrepresented groups, Latinos 
make up a disproportionately low share of 
the STEM workforce; 

Whereas many Latino students are not 
well-positioned to take full advantage of fi-
nancial aid opportunities to attend an insti-
tution of higher education, and the National 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2550 May 17, 2022 
Center for Education Statistics reports that 
70 percent of Latino students have unmet fi-
nancial needs, the highest of any demo-
graphic, which is especially true in the case 
of first-generation college students in Latino 
families, making it far more difficult for 
them to pursue STEM education and careers; 

Whereas the growth of well-paying STEM 
jobs is expected to outpace non-STEM jobs in 
the coming years, making STEM fields even 
more attractive for Latino students and 
young adults and increasing the need for new 
strategies to facilitate their entrance into 
STEM fields; and 

Whereas investment in the Latino commu-
nity will generate more individuals eager to 
pursue STEM jobs and will greatly increase 
the domestic high-skilled workforce of the 
United States: Now therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goal of increasing the 

number of Latino individuals in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(in this resolution referred to as ‘‘STEM’’) as 
a way to promote economic empowerment 
and sustainability, not only in their commu-
nity but in the overall economy of the 
United States; 

(2) supports increasing the representation 
of Latino individuals in STEM fields to en-
hance and improve representation and im-
prove performance in the STEM workforce, 
which will help— 

(A) develop talented and capable STEM 
workers; 

(B) reduce the dependence of the economy 
of the United States on foreign workers; and 

(C) secure the future of the United States 
as a leader in STEM; 

(3) encourages increased Federal support 
for initiatives aimed at boosting the number 
of Latino students who pursue STEM edu-
cation and career paths, particularly engi-
neering; and 

(4) recognizes the important role that His-
panic Serving Institutions and all colleges 
and universities must play in order to 
achieve this goal of increasing Latino indi-
viduals in STEM. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 641—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 15 
THROUGH MAY 21, 2022, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK’’ 
Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. 

CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. WICKER, Mr. PADILLA, and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 641 

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance 
to the health, safety, and well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services could not be provided 
without the dedicated efforts of public works 
professionals who represent Federal, State, 
and local governments and private sector or-
ganizations throughout the United States; 

Whereas public works professionals design, 
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage 
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings, 
sanitation and waste management systems, 
and other structures and facilities that are 
vital to the people and communities of the 
United States; 

Whereas public works professionals have 
played, and will continue to play, a key role 
in helping the United States recover from 
the COVID–19 pandemic; and 

Whereas understanding the role that public 
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-

ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and 
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of May 15 through 

May 21, 2022, as ‘‘National Public Works 
Week’’; 

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important 
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve— 

(A) the public infrastructure of the United 
States; and 

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and 

(3) urges individuals and communities 
throughout the United States to join with 
representatives of the Federal Government 
and the American Public Works Association 
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed— 

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and 

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make 
to the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 642—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MAY 17, 2022, 
AS ‘‘DIPG PEDIATRIC BRAIN 
CANCER AWARENESS DAY’’ TO 
RAISE AWARENESS OF, AND EN-
COURAGE RESEARCH ON, DIF-
FUSE INTRINSIC PONTINE 
GLIOMA TUMORS AND PEDI-
ATRIC CANCERS IN GENERAL 

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CASEY, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 642 

Whereas diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘DIPG’’) tu-
mors regularly affect 150 to 300 children in 
the United States each year; 

Whereas brain tumors are the leading 
cause of cancer-related death among chil-
dren; 

Whereas DIPG tumors are the leading 
cause of pediatric brain cancer deaths; 

Whereas, with respect to a child who is di-
agnosed with a DIPG tumor and receives 
treatment for a DIPG tumor, the median 
amount of time that the child survives after 
diagnosis is approximately 8 to 11 months; 

Whereas, with respect to an individual who 
is diagnosed with a DIPG tumor, the rate of 
survival 5 years after diagnosis is approxi-
mately 2 percent; 

Whereas the average age at which a child 
is diagnosed with a DIPG tumor is between 5 
and 10 years, resulting in a life expectancy 
approximately 70 years shorter than the av-
erage life expectancy in the United States; 
and 

Whereas the prognosis for children diag-
nosed with DIPG tumors has not improved 
during the past 50 years: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports— 
(A) designating May 17, 2022, as ‘‘DIPG Pe-

diatric Brain Cancer Awareness Day’’; and 
(B) efforts to— 
(i) better understand diffuse intrinsic 

pontine glioma tumors; 
(ii) develop effective treatments for diffuse 

intrinsic pontine glioma tumors; and 

(iii) provide comprehensive care for chil-
dren with diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 
tumors and their families; and 

(2) encourages all individuals in the United 
States to become more informed about— 

(A) diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma tu-
mors; 

(B) pediatric brain cancer in general; and 
(C) challenges relating to research on pedi-

atric cancers and ways to advance such re-
search. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 40—WELCOMING THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF GREECE TO THE 
UNITED STATES FOR AN AD-
DRESS TO A JOINT MEETING OF 
CONGRESS 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr. 

RISCH) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 40 
Whereas the concept of democracy—that 

the people have the power to govern—was de-
veloped in ancient Greece; 

Whereas the United States and Greece 
have enjoyed more than 150 years of diplo-
matic relations and share deep cultural con-
nections and values; 

Whereas the United States and Greece 
have been partners and allies in all major 
international conflicts throughout modern 
history; 

Whereas Greece heroically resisted Axis 
forces at a crucial moment in World War II, 
forcing Adolf Hitler to change his timeline 
and delaying the attack on the Soviet Union; 

Whereas Winston Churchill said that ‘‘if 
there had not been the virtue and courage of 
the Greeks, we do not know which the out-
come of World War II would have been’’ and 
‘‘no longer will we say that Greeks fight like 
heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks’’; 

Whereas the metropolitan area of 
Mariupol, Ukraine, where forces of the Rus-
sian Federation have committed unconscion-
able war crimes against the local population 
during the ongoing invasion of Ukraine by 
President Vladimir Putin, is home to ap-
proximately 120,000 ethnic Greeks; 

Whereas, after forces of the Russian Fed-
eration bombed a hospital in Ukraine on 
March 9, 2022, Prime Minister of Greece 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said, on March 18, 2022, 
‘‘Greece is ready to rebuild the maternity 
hospital in Mariupol, the center of Greek mi-
nority in Ukraine, a city dear to our hearts 
and the symbol of barbarity of the war’’; 

Whereas Greece has sent at least 4 humani-
tarian aid shipments to Ukraine, including 
non-perishable food, bottled water, 
antiseptics, medical supplies, and power gen-
erators; 

Whereas Greece has provided Ukraine with 
security assistance, including Kalashnikov 
rifles and portable rocket launchers; 

Whereas membership in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) has further en-
hanced cooperation between the United 
States and Greece; 

Whereas Greece is an integral part of the 
European Union; 

Whereas the commitment of the United 
States and Greece to security cooperation 
led to the Mutual Defense Cooperation 
Agreement Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Hellenic Republic, done at Ath-
ens July 8, 1990, which was updated in 2021 to 
enhance defense ties between the countries 
and promote stability in southeastern Eu-
rope; 

Whereas the Greek port of Alexandroupoli 
has been instrumental in allowing the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:07 May 18, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17MY6.027 S17MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2551 May 17, 2022 
United States to help reinforce the eastern 
flank of NATO and deter further aggression 
by the Russian Federation against allies and 
partners of the United States; 

Whereas the Floating Storage and Re-
gasification Unit of Alexandroupoli, recently 
inaugurated, will contribute significantly to 
energy diversification of Greece and south-
eastern Europe, especially in light of the in-
vasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federa-
tion; 

Whereas the United States has dem-
onstrated its support for the trilateral part-
nership of Greece, Israel, and Cyprus by en-
acting into law the Eastern Mediterranean 
Security and Energy Partnership Act of 2019 
(title II of division J of Public Law 116–94) 
and through joint engagement with Greece, 
Israel, and Cyprus in the 3+1 format; 

Whereas this support was bolstered in the 
United States-Greece Defense and Inter-
parliamentary Partnership Act of 2021 (sub-
title B of title XIII of Public Law 117–81), es-
tablishing a 3+1 Interparliamentary Group to 
discuss the expansion of cooperation in other 
areas of common concern; 

Whereas the United States is home to a ro-
bust Greek-American community of approxi-
mately 3,000,000 people, who meaningfully 
contribute to the cultural fabric of the 
United States; and 

Whereas the Speaker of the House has in-
vited Prime Minister Mitsotakis to address a 
joint meeting of Congress on May 17, 2022: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Senate— 

(1) warmly welcomes Prime Minister of 
Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis to the United 
States; 

(2) eagerly anticipates the address of Prime 
Minister Mitsotakis before a joint meeting 
of Congress; 

(3) appreciates the historic and present 
role of Greece in the defense of democracy, 
including through the provision of support to 
Ukraine amid the ongoing brutal and 
unprovoked invasion by the Russian Federa-
tion; 

(4) commits to a continued partnership 
with Greece to bolster energy cooperation 
through the 3+1 format and help accelerate 
energy security in Europe; 

(5) reaffirms the steadfast and bipartisan 
support for the friendship between the people 
and Governments of the United States and 
Greece; and 

(6) appreciates the important role that 
Greek-Americans play in supporting the 
strong bonds that exist between the United 
States and Greece. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5035. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 7691, making 
emergency supplemental appropriations for 
assistance for the situation in Ukraine for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2022, and 
for other purposes. 

SA 5036. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5035 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 7691, supra. 

SA 5037. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 7691, supra. 

SA 5038. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5037 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 7691, supra. 

SA 5039. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5038 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the amendment SA 5037 
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 
7691, supra. 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5035. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 7691, mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for assistance for the situation in 
Ukraine for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2022, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. ll. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 5036. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5035 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 
7691, making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for assistance for the 
situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2022, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘1 day’’ and insert 
‘‘2 days’’. 

SA 5037. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 7691, mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for assistance for the situation in 
Ukraine for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2022, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. ll. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 4 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 5038. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5037 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 
7691, making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for assistance for the 
situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2022, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’. 

SA 5039. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 5038 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the amend-
ment SA 5037 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER 
to the bill H.R. 7691, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for 
assistance for the situation in Ukraine 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2022, and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘5’’ and insert ‘‘6’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have 
three requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
The Subcommittee on Airland of the 

Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess until 10 a.m. to-
morrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8 p.m., re-
cessed until Wednesday, May 18, 2022, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

STACY LYNN DEAN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR FOOD, NU-
TRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES, VICE KEVIN W. 
CONCANNON. 

ALEXIS TAYLOR, OF IOWA, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY 
OF AGRICULTURE FOR TRADE AND FOREIGN AGRICUL-
TURAL AFFAIRS, VICE TED MCKINNEY. 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADVISORY BOARD 

ANDREW G. BIGGS, OF OREGON, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADVISORY BOARD FOR A TERM 
EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 30, 2024, VICE LANHEE J. CHEN, 
TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

CALVIN SMYRE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
BAHAMAS. 

DAVID PRESSMAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO HUNGARY. 

HEIDE B. FULTON, OF WEST VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE ORIENTAL REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY. 

YOHANNES ABRAHAM, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS, WITH 
THE RANK AND STATUS OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate May 17, 2022: 

INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

MARIA FABIANA JORGE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE UNITED STATES ALTERNATE EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR OF THE INTER–AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

S. LANE TUCKER, OF ALASKA, TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA FOR THE 
TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

RACHELLE L. CROWE, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IL-
LINOIS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

JESSE A. LASLOVICH, OF MONTANA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA FOR 
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

ALEXANDER M.M. UBALLEZ, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW 
MEXICO FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

f 

WITHDRAWALS 

Executive Message transmitted by 
the President to the Senate on May 17, 
2022 withdrawing from further Senate 
consideration the following nomina-
tions: 

WILLIAM J. VALDEZ, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY, VICE CLAIRE M. GRADY, WHICH WAS 
SENT TO THE SENATE ON JULY 28, 2021. 
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CALVIN SMYRE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-

TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 
WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SENATE ON OCTOBER 4, 2021. 

ALICE HILL, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR RESILIENCE, FEDERAL 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE DANIEL J. KANIEWSKI, 
WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SENATE ON FEBRUARY 7, 2022. 
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